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2008 FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC)
Rounds 17 and 18 – 20th/21st September 2008, Imola (IT) – Race

BMW Team Germany’s Jörg Müller claims podium finish in Imola.
Imola, 21st September 2008. Jörg Müller (DE) finished second in the 18th round of the FIA World Touring Car Championship. The BMW Team Germany driver crossed the finish line in Imola (IT) behind Honda’s James Thompson (GB) and relegated Robert Huff (Chevrolet, GB) to third. BMW Team UK’s Andy Priaulx (GB) scored two points by coming seventh, while Müller’s team-mate, Augusto Farfus (BR), took the chequered flag in eighth. In the first race of the day, Farfus and Müller were the only BMW drivers to collect points by finishing seventh and eighth, with SEAT’s Yvan Muller (FR) securing victory. 
BMW Team Italy-Spain’s Alessandro Zanardi (IT) missed out on championship points in both races. Following finishing tenth in race one, Zanardi’s team-mate, Félix Porteiro (ES), was involved in a heavy accident at the start of race two. While accelerating, he crashed into the SEAT of Gabriele Tarquini (GB) who hadn’t moved when the red lights went off. Fortunately both drivers walked away from this incident. With 55 points to his tally, Priaulx remains the best-placed BMW driver in the overall classification. However, the gap to the championship leader Muller increased to 25 points. In the manufacturers’ standings, BMW still holds second with 207 points.
Jörg Müller (BMW Team Germany):
“I must say I’m really happy with finishing second as I knew it would be nearly impossible to keep James Thompson behind me for long. Therefore I tried to avoid any mistakes and to secure another podium result. It was no big surprise for us to see the competition in such an impressive shape here.”
Andy Priaulx (BMW Team UK):
“When I look back at the weekend, and especially race one, I feel this was a missed opportunity and I am taking the blame. I could have braked half a second later into the first corner and could have been more aggressive.”
Augusto Farfus (BMW Team Germany):
“Over the course of the weekend Jörg and I were always the quickest BMW drivers. In the first race we used this to achieve the best possible result. However, at the start of race two I just lost too many positions.”
Félix Porteiro (BMW Team Italy-Spain):
“This was quite a heavy crash. My neck is still painful, but overall I’m okay. I had a good start and tried to overtake Yvan Muller on the right-hand side. Then I switched to the left – and suddenly there was this car. I didn’t have a chance to avoid it.”
Alessandro Zanardi (BMW Team Italy-Spain):
“My poor grid position had a major impact on the outcome of my two races. Today we were faster in the corners than the opposition, but slower on the straights. That’s why it was extremely hard to overtake. In the first race I tried to pass Tiago Monteiro and unfortunately made a mistake.”

Race 1 – Lap by lap.
Start

Andy Priaulx experiences the most difficult start of all the BMW drivers in Imola. He loses several positions, dropping back from tenth to 15th. Jörg Müller holds ninth at the end of lap one, while Augusto Farfus moves up into eighth. Alessandro Zanardi is 11th, Félix Porteiro lies in 13th.
Lap 3

When overtaking Jordi Gené, Priaulx touches the Spaniard’s SEAT and loses valuable time. A gap opens up between him and Porteiro, who is running in front of the triple World Champion.
Lap 7

Following a collision with James Thompson, Alain Menu is left stranded in the gravel. All BMW drivers gain one place.
Lap 10

Zanardi tries to overtake Tiago Monteiro. The two cars collide and both drivers lose positions. Porteiro and Priaulx benefit from this incident, improving to tenth and 11th.
Finish

Farfus finishes seventh and wins two championship points. Müller takes the chequered flag in eighth, thus securing pole position for the second race. Porteiro, Priaulx and Zanardi follow in 10th, 11th and 12th respectively.
Race 2 – Lap by lap.

Start

The second race kicks off with a bang: Porteiro has a good start from tenth and attacks Yvan Muller. But when he moves to the left he crashes into the rear of Gabriele Tarquini’s SEAT, which hasn’t got away. Both drivers were unhurt. This accident is followed by a safety-car phase, which takes the field going through the pit lane twice. While Müller successfully defends his lead at the re-start, Farfus drops back to fifth. Zanardi improves from 12th to ninth, Priaulx remains in 11th.
Lap 5

The race gets underway again. Moments later, Priaulx takes tenth away from Pierre-Yves Corthals. 
Lap 6

Farfus is passed by Muller and Rickard Rydell. Zanardi overtakes BMW privateer, Sergio Hernandez.
Lap 7

Müller loses the lead to Thompson. Priaulx also passes Hernandez.
Lap 8

Priaulx overtakes Zanardi.
Lap 13

On the final lap, Priaulx gets past Farfus for seventh.
Finish

Müller finishes second, crossing the line 1.120 seconds behind Thompson. Priaulx scores two points with seventh, Farfus follows in eighth. Zanardi narrowly misses a points’ finish in ninth.
Stats and results Imola:
	Circuit / Date
	Autodromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari / 21st September 2008

	Lap / Distance
	4.909 km / 53.99 km (11 laps)

	Pole position 2008
	Rickard Rydell (SEAT), 1:54.761 minutes

	Winners 2008
	Race 1: Yvan Muller (SEAT)

Race 2: James Thmopson (Honda)

	Fastest laps 2008
	Race 1: James Thompson (Honda), 1:55.388 minutes

Race 2: Tiago Monteiro (SEAT), 1:55.592 minutes


	Driver
	A. Priaulx
	J. Müller
	A. Farfus
	A. Zanardi
	F. Porteiro

	Date of birth
	08.08.1974
	03.09.1969
	03.09.1983
	23.10.1966
	26.08.1983

	Nationality
	GB
	DE
	BR
	IT
	ES

	Number
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Team
	BMW Team UK
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Germany
	BMW Team Italy-Spain
	BMW Team Italy-Spain

	Handicap weight
	53 kg
	43 kg
	68 kg
	29 kg
	70 kg

	Test session
	1:56.178 (7th)
	1:55.943 (4th)
	1:55.698 (3rd)
	1:56.119 (6th)
	1:56.539 (11th)

	1st free practice
	1:56.655 (13th)
	1:56.638 (12th)
	1:56.452 (10th)
	1:57.242 (16th)
	1:57.355 (17th)

	2nd free practice
	1:56.198 (15th)
	1:55.707 (7th)
	1:55.666 (6th)
	1:56.305 (17th)
	1:56.120 (10th)

	Qualifying
	1:55.446 (10th)
	1:55.226 (8th)
	1:55.287 (9th)
	1:55.591 (12th)
	1:55.656 (15th)

	Warm-up
	1:56.552 (10th)
	1:56.086 (4th)
	1:56.288 (6th)
	1:56.387 (7th)
	1:56.650 (13th)

	Race 1
	11th
	8th
	7th
	12th
	10th

	Race 2
	7th
	2nd
	8th
	9th
	DNF

	Points
2008
	55
	52
	46
	29
	50

	Current position
	5th
	6th
	8th
	13th
	7th


Drivers: 1st Muller (80 points), 2nd Tarquini (68), 3rd Rydell (62), 4th Huff (61), 5th Priaulx (55), 6th Müller (52), 7th Porteiro (50), 8th Farfus (46), 9th Gené (43), 10th Menu (40)

Manufacturers: 1st SEAT (241), 2nd BMW (207), 3rd Chevrolet (177), 4th Honda (42)

Race Calendar: 2nd March – Curitiba (BR), 6th April – Puebla (MX), 18th May – Valencia (ES), 1st June – Pau (FR), 15th June – Brno (CZ), 13th July – Estoril (PT), 27th July – Brands Hatch (GB), 31st August – Oschersleben (DE), 21st September – Imola (IT), 
5th October – Monza (IT), 26th October – Okayama (JP), 16th November – Macau (MO)
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