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BMW Motorsport Party and Sports Trophy 2008.

Munich, 29th November 2008. The BMW Motorsport squad of Formula One drivers (Robert Kubica, Nick Heidfeld and Christian Klien), FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC) works drivers and the junior racers from Formula BMW were joined by over 500 guests at the Postpalast venue in central Munich on Saturday evening for the end-of-year party and Sports Trophy presentation. 

As BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen explained: "This event gives us the opportunity to thank our partners, drivers and associates for their commitment during the 2008 season. However, for some of us the season is not yet over; the Formula BMW World Final will take place in Mexico City this coming weekend. Plus, the BMW Sauber F1 Team will have little in the way of a winter break – further testing in Jerez is scheduled for December and preparations for 2009 are already in full swing at the factories."

Looking back at 2008, Theissen reflected: "We're proud that we achieved our goals once again in the third year of our Formula One team. We were aiming to record our maiden victory, and we did so with a 1-2. Plus, we collected our first pole position and two fastest race laps. In the WTCC we took six victories, but had to concede the title to our rivals for the first time. And Formula BMW Europe enjoyed a good debut season with its races on the Formula One support programme. However, this evening is traditionally an occasion for honouring those drivers and teams who have competed internationally at a high level of motor racing without works support and have served as crucial ambassadors for the performance capability of our products."

Record entry list for BMW Sports Trophy; Franz Engstler tops the rankings. 

With 141 independent drivers signing up, the entry list for the BMW Sports Trophy was longer in 2008 that at any time in its 40-year history. The previous year, 98 amateur racing drivers applied – also a record at the time. In 2008 the privateers picked up points in more than 20 race series around the world at the wheel of various BMW models. The candidates for the € 250,000 prize fund came from almost 20 different countries.

At the end of the day, it was Franz Engstler (47) who fended off the international field to claim the spoils. The former DTM driver from the Allgäu region of Germany had already won the Sports Trophy in 2005, and amassed his points this year in the WTCC, Asian Touring Car Series, ADAC Procar Series, and in the Nürburgring and Dubai 24-hour races. Engstler lined up in a BMW 320si, BMW 320i and BMW Z4 M Coupé in the various competitions and picked up a cheque for € 30,000 in Munich.
The runner's-up prize (€ 25,000) went to the Swedish Touring Car Championship winner Richard Göransson. The Swede won the Sports Trophy back in 2004 and finished third last year. Mat Jackson (GB) claimed third place (€ 21,000) this time around, as well as finishing second in the British Touring Car Championship. 

The BMW Sports Trophy now also has an online platform: 

bmw-motorsport.com/sportstrophy

BMW Sports Trophy 2008: placings 

	
	Name
	Nat
	Car
	Points
	Key successes/race series

	1.
	Engstler, 

Franz
	DE
	BMW 320si, 

BMM 320i, 

BMW Z4 M Coupé
	678.33
	FIA World Touring Car Championship, Asian Touring Car Series, ADAC Procar, 24h Nürburgring, 24h Dubai

	2.
	Göransson,

Richard
	SE
	BMW 320si, 

BMW Z4 M Coupé
	654.00
	1st place Swedish Touring Car Championship, Long-Distance Championship Nürburgring 

	3.
	Jackson, 

Mat
	GB
	BMW 320si 
	520.00
	2nd place British Touring Car Championship

	4.
	Turkington, 

Colin 
	GB
	BMW 320si 
	515.00
	British Touring Car Championship, 

FIA World Touring Car Championship

	5.
	Ekblom, 

Fredrik 
	SE
	BMW 320si, 

BMW 320d
	505.00
	2nd place Swedish Touring Car Championship, 24h Nürburgring

	6.
	Poulsen, 

Kristian
	DK
	BMW 320si 
	454.67
	FIA World Touring Car Championship, Danish Touring Car Championship, European Touring Car Championship

	7.
	Hernández, 

Sergio
	ES
	BMW 320si 
	452.00
	FIA World Touring Car Championship, 1st place FIA WTCC Independence Trophy

	8
	Magnussen,

Jan
	DK
	BMW 320si 
	445.00
	1st place Danish Touring Car Championship

	9.
	D'Aste,

Stefano
	IT
	BMW 320si 
	433.67
	FIA World Touring Car Championship

	10.
	Rudholm, 

Robin
	SE
	BMW 320si 
	425.00
	Swedish Touring Car Championship

	11.
	Campanico,

César
	PT
	BMW 320si 
	397.00
	1st place Portuguese Touring Car Championship, European Touring Car Championship

	12
	Nykjaer,

Michael
	DK
	BMW 320si 
	395.00
	Danish Touring Car Championship

	13.
	Nilsson,

Jan
	SE
	BMW 320si 
	380.00
	Swedish Touring Car Championship, European Touring Car Championship

	14.
	Cappellari,

Luca
	IT
	BMW M3 
	379.14
	Campionato Italiano Turismo Endurance, European Touring Car Series

	15.
	Romanov,

Andrey
	RU
	BMW 320si, 

BMW 320i
	369.33
	FIA Word Touring Car Championship, Asian Touring Car Series, ADAC Procar

	16.
	Lemvard, 

Jack
	TH
	BMW 320i
	346.67
	Asian Touring Car Series, ADAC Procar

	17.
	Sørlie, 

Stian
	NO
	BMW 120d, 

BMW 320d, 

BMW Z4 M Coupé
	328.57
	Long-Distance Championship Nürburgring, 24h Nürburgring, 24h Series

	18.
	Bertozzi, 

Davide
	IT
	BMW 320i 
	322.00
	Campionato Italiano Turismo

	19.
	Bernasconi,

Alessandro
	IT
	BMW 320i 
	316.67
	Campionato Italiano Turismo

	20.
	Unger,

Matthias
	DE
	BMW 325i 
	291.29
	1st place Long-Distance Championship Nürburgring, 24h Nürburgring

	21.
	Böhm,

Alexander
	DE
	BMW 325i 
	272.00
	1st place Long-Distance Championship Nürburgring, 24h Nürburgring, 24h Dubai

	22.
	Gabellini,

Stefano
	IT
	BMW 550i 
	245.00
	Italian Superstars Championship

	23.
	Herwerth,

Andreas
	DE
	BMW M3 
	237.00
	Long-Distance Championship Nürburgring, 24h Nürburgring

	24.
	Keil,

Konstantin
	DE
	BMW 120d
	230.00
	HJS Rallye Masters,

1st place ADAC Rallye Junior Cup

	25.
	Thiele,

Robert
	DE
	BMW 325i
	228.57
	SCCA, NARRC, NJRRS, 

Driving Impression Pro-IT Series
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