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Time schedule Formula BMW
 
World Final 2008.

Thursday, 4th December 2008.
09:30 – 15:45 Formula One Test Drive Philipp Eng

Friday, 5th December 2008.
09:30 – 10:10 Free Practice 1
10:40 – 11:20 Free Practice 2
11.50 – 12.30 Free Practice 3
13:20 – 14:00 Free Practice 4
14:15 – 14:30 Roll-out BMW Race Cars
14:35 – 14:45 Roll-out Formula One Car
15:00 – 15:30 Qualifying
16:30 – 17:00 Super Pole Competition (eight cars)

Saturday, 6th December 2008.
09:30 – 10:00 Heat 1 (25 minutes)
11:30 – 12:00 Formula One Demonstration with Augusto Farfus
12:10 – 12:30 BMW Race Cars Demonstration
13:05 – 13:30 Heat 2 (25 minutes)
15:45 – 16:00 Formula One Demonstration with Robert Kubica

Sunday, 7th December 2008.
09:30 – 09:55 Heat 3 (25 minutes)
11:30 – 12:00 Formula One Demonstration with Augusto Farfus 
12:10 – 12:30 BMW Race Cars Demonstration
12:35 – 12:50 On-track Drivers Presentation
12:50 – 13:00 Photo Call with Mario Theissen and all F1, WTCC
                         and Formula BMW drivers on the main straight
14:05 – 14:20 Formula One Demonstration with Robert Kubica
14:50 – 15:30 Formula BMW World Final (30 minutes)
15:30 – 15:45 Podium Presentation
15:45 – 16:00 Press Conference with Top-3 drivers and Mario Theissen
17:05 – 17:15 Photo Call with Mario Theissen, winning driver, Formula 
                         BMW FB02 and F1 car on the main straight

Please note that this schedule can be subject to change.
2.
Foreword BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen.

Dear Media Representatives, 
dear motor racing fans,

For the BMW Sauber F1 Team its highly successful Formula One season ended on 2nd November in Brazil; with the end of the World Touring Car Championship on 16th November the BMW national teams went into their winter recess. However, for us the 2008 motorsport season is far from over. The Formula BMW World Final will be staged for the fourth time – and I am pleased that this year we are able to visit the American continent. 

This event is the annual highlight of the Formula BMW season. It provides a central meeting point for the best talents from the three international Formula BMW series contested in Europe, America and the Pacific Rim. It offers an exceptional prize: the opportunity of driving a BMW Sauber F1 Team Formula One racing car. 

This year the young drivers will take the start at the classic “Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez” circuit in Mexico City, each with the singular aim of proving to be the best. I am convinced that the densely populated metropolis will provide the best possible stage for this unique event. 

This year’s support programme, too, offers some special treats. Among other events, the Mexican fans can look forward to demonstration runs by our Formula One car. I expect a thrilling weekend.

Sincerely,
Mario Theissen
3.
Promoting the best in future talent.


The best is kept for last.
A thrilling season lies behind the participants in the three Formula BMW series staged across the globe. No less than twelve events making up the Formula BMW Europe, Formula BMW Americas and Formula BMW Pacific series formed part of programmes supporting the FIA Formula One World Championship; a total of 49 races saw the young drivers thrill the audiences. However, the most important weekend of the year still lies ahead: the Formula BMW World Final.

The event is highly significant, not only due to its international entry list, the unique format or its exotic location, namely Mexico City. Its significance is above all due to a special prize which causes every race driver’s pulse to race: whoever comes out on top in the Final on 7th December will be awarded the opportunity of testing a BMW Sauber F1 Team Formula One racing car.

“The opportunity of driving a Formula One racing car provides the young Formula BMW drivers with a clear picture of exactly where the journey can eventually lead to,” says BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen. “Our concept of promoting talent on an international platform has proven itself. During 2008 former Formula BMW drivers once again celebrated outstanding successes in various racing series. In Formula One alone no less than four of our ‘alumni’ regularly took the start, while 2009 should see a few more make the cut. This proves categorically that our comprehensive racing driver development programme is bearing fruit.”

Formula BMW Word Final – a success story.
In 2005 the first-ever Formula BMW World Final took place at the “Bahrain International Circuit”. Fans in the desert emirate were treated to world-class motorsport. Marco Holzer (DE) took the honours in a nail-biting finale. A year later saw another driver competing in the then Formula BMW Germany championship, namely Christian Vietoris (DE), secure the win, this time in Valencia (ES). 

Last year the Formula BMW World Final returned to Valencia, where Mario Theissen presented the victory trophy to Austria’s Philipp Eng, who will, on the Thursday before the World Final 2008, receive the same test opportunity with the BMW Sauber F1 Team as had previously thrilled Holzer and Vietoris.
Optimal support en route to the top.
The support of promising talents is one of the three pillars upon which BMW’s participation in international motorsport was founded. “We scored our first Formula One victory with the BMW Sauber F1 Team, and are proud of our achievements,” says Theissen. “In addition, the BMW national teams notched up various victories in the World Touring Car Championship, although ultimately we did not manage a fourth consecutive world championship title. Formula BMW possesses an equally high profile. It offers young drivers, usually those fresh out of karting, the ideal opportunity of taking their next career step.”

Formula BMW’s promotion programme is aimed at drivers aged 15 and up, and demands that they not only prove their skills on the race track, but also provides a comprehensive, specially-tailored education. The curriculum of the BMW Motorsport Education and Coaching Programme encompasses subjects such as Set-up, Driving Dynamics and Tactics, Fitness and Nutrition, plus Sponsor and Media Relations.

International concept, following in Formula One’s tracks.

Formula BMW is represented in all major motorsport markets. Thus the newly-established Formula BMW Europe formed an integral part of the support programme at seven Formula One Grands Prix, enabling the participants to not only gain experience on some of the world’s most challenging and evocative circuits, but also to perform in front of Formula One team managers and legions of Formula One fans. Drivers in Formula BMW Americas and Formula BMW Pacific were equally granted opportunities of performing side-by-side with motorsport’s premier category. In addition, the BMW Sauber F1 Team is inextricably tied to the BMW Motorsport Education and Coaching Programme.

That drivers graduating from Formula BMW have the qualities required to make it to the very top was proven in 2008 by, among others, Sebastian Vettel (DE). Four years ago he claimed the German Formula BMW ADAC Championship with 18 victories in 20 starts. Just two seasons later he was appointed test and reserve driver for the BMW Sauber F1 Team, and, as substitute for Robert Kubica (PL) at Indianapolis, became the youngest driver ever to score a world championship point. Subsequently he was signed as race driver by Scuderia Toro Rosso, going on to win the 2008 Italian Grand Prix – as youngest-ever winner – for the team. The current test and reserve driver for the BMW Sauber F1 Team, Christian Klien (AT), made his first acquaintance with a single seater racing car in Formula BMW, as did Formula One regulars Timo Glock (DE), Nico Rosberg (DE) and Adrian Sutil (DE).

Exciting support programme.
Although the race weekend in Mexico City is dominated by the Formula BMW World Final, a whole host of interesting events appears on the support bill. Excitement is guaranteed, with well-known cars such as the BMW V12 LMR and the legendary BMW M1 all set to take to the track. The BMW Sauber F1 Team will thrill the crowd with Formula One demonstration runs.

In addition, a wide variety of entertaining off-track activities awaits Mexico’s motorsport fans. Among other attractions, all participants in the Formula BMW World Final Lucky Draw will be eligible to win a taxi ride in a BMW 320si WTCC. Those fans who wish to prove their talents behind the wheel of a single-seater racing car and experience Formula BMW from a racing driver’s perspective will be able to do so at the invitation of the Formula BMW Racing Experience.

Whether taking part in the “Ball in a Bowl” competition, participating in the “xDrive Experience” or marvelling at the skills of motorcycle acrobat Chris Pfeiffer: The support programme of the Formula BMW World Final offers something for every taste. 

4.
Premiere in Mexico.

Formula BMW World Final visits virgin territory.
Formula BMW’s season highlight is visiting America for the first time, with the “Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez” providing the stage for the fourth Formula BMW World Final. “After Bahrain and Valencia, this year our young drivers will square up on this classic circuit situated in the middle of Mexico’s capital,” says BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen. “After World Finals in Asia and Europe, it was about time that we visited the American continent. Formula BMW Americas, one of the three successful championships in the Formula BMW programme, is contested by young drivers representing all corners in the Americas – so it makes sense that they meet, literally, in the middle.”

As an international motorsport venue Mexico City has a proud heritage. The circuit, named after the late racing driver brothers Ricardo and Pedro Rodríguez, hosted its first Formula One Grand Prix in 1962 – four years after coming into existence. Double F1 world champion Jim Clark (GB) entered the record books as its first Grand Prix winner. The first phase of the Mexican Grand Prix at the “Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez” lasted until 1970. 

Last victory for BMW Turbo Power.
After an absence of 15 years the circuit made its Formula One comeback in 1986, going on to host a total of seven races during the second phase. Clark, who triumphed again in 1967, Nigel Mansell (GB) and Alain Prost (FR), top the all-time winners’ list with two victories apiece, while Gerhard Berger (AT) posted the BMW 1.5-litre four-cylinder turbo engine’s last victory when he won the 1986 event with a Benetton B186.

The “Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez”, which has numerous layouts, remained on international motorsport’s radar even after Formula One’s departure in 1992. The American ChampCar series contested eight races at the circuit situated at an altitude of 2,300 metres above sea level, while NASCAR has been a regular visitor since 2005. 2007 and 2008 saw the A1 World Cup of Motorsport stage races in Mexico City. 

Very special stadium atmosphere.
A feature of the sinuous circuit is the baseball stadium, erected in the infield in 1992. This 26,000-seater sports arena opened the door for a host of activities, with musicians such as Paul McCartney and the Rolling Stones performing live in the Diablos Rojo del México baseball team’s Foro Sol stadium. In 1999 Pope John Paul II celebrated mass on the grounds with a congregation of two million people.

Despite the December date, the Formula BMW drivers can look forward to spring-like temperatures in the Mexican capital. Approximately 20 million people live in Mexico City’s environs, with the inner city alone housing nine million. The Aztecs, who founded Mexico City as “Tenochtitlán” in the 14th Century, reigned until the Spanish conquistadors arrived. The legend of the Mexican capital harks back to a religious pact which decreed that the settlement should be established at precisely the point where a nobleman, sitting on a cactus, stabbed a snake to death. This legend is an important element of today’s Mexican flag.

5.
The dream becomes reality.
Formula BMW youngsters experiencing Formula One.
The Formula BMW World Final winner can look forward to a very special prize: apart from the US$10,000 prize money, the winner of the final will also be rewarded with a Formula One test for the BMW Sauber F1 Team – a prize that is already becoming a tradition.

The first driver to have been rewarded with this great opportunity was the 2005 World Final winner, Marco Holzer. And one year later, on 23rd November 2006, Holzer got his chance to complete 65 laps at the “Circuit de la Comunitat”, in the support programme for the Formula BMW World Final 2006. Afterwards, the young German was absolutely delighted: “An incredible experience,” he said. “The top speed is pure madness and the same applies to the braking forces. The fun increased lap by lap and I felt more and more comfortable.”
Christian Vietoris (DE) was the second World Final winner to experience Formula One. “That was an amazing experience,” said Vietoris. “I have spent many years working towards the chance to drive a Formula One car. The g forces, braking effect and speed are simply phenomenal. This car is great fun to drive. It has certainly given me a more accurate impression of the unbelievable power and aerodynamics that are at work in Formula One. Today’s drive has made me even more determined to make it into the elite motorsport class.”
Eng ahead of his Formula One debut.
Like Holzer and Vietoris, last year’s winner Philipp Eng (AT) will be awarded his Formula One test with the BMW Sauber F1 Team on the Thursday before the Formula BMW World Final 2008. “To drive a Formula One car,” says Eng, “has always been one of my biggest dreams. I will obviously prepare myself and try to put in a good performance.” Eng will be the sixth former Formula BMW driver to test a BMW Formula One car, thus following in the footsteps of Nico Rosberg, Ho-Pin Tung (CN), Sebastian Vettel, Holzer and Vietoris.

6.
The road to victory.
World Final format ensures driving action aplenty.
The participants in the Formula BMW World Final will square up against each other in an interesting format, which guarantees each driver as much track time as possible. All drivers have the opportunity of compensating for a weak qualifying session with strong race performances during the heats. 

The schedule is tight. Each driver participates in four practice sessions, the 30-minute qualifying session plus three heats. In addition, the eight best-placed qualifiers will have the opportunity of competing for Super Pole. This spectacular single-lap shoot-out will decide the top-eight starting positions for the heats. At 14:50hrs on Sunday the starting lights will go out for the last time, signalling the start of the Finale. The deciding race of the weekend will be contested over 15 laps, or 30 minutes.

The three heats see all participants in the Formula BMW World Final compete against each other in 25-minute sprint races. The grid positions for the Final will be decided by means of a points system. The winner of a heat receives zero points, the second-placed driver two points, etc. The driver with the lowest score will start the Formula BMW World Final 2008 from pole position.
7.
Equal chances for all.

Driver development lies at the core of the concept.
“We want the drivers with the biggest talent to win, not those with the most experience or the biggest budget,” BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen, comments on the regulations of Formula BMW. What applies to the three international Formula BMW series also counts for the Formula BMW World Final. The regulations permit a series of defined set-up changes to the FB02 to suit the characteristics of the “Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez”. These, however, are restricted to aerodynamic set-up via front and rear wing angle changes; damper adjustment in bump and rebound; choice of spring rate, gear ratios or changes to the suspension set-up via ride height, camber and caster. 
The cars may not be modified technically or tuned in any way, thus ensuring that drivers all have equal chances while enabling them, via the permitted changes, to acquire the essential technical education and experience that will be required as their careers develop. All cars are fitted with a sophisticated data acquisition system which can be used to analyse car and driver performance in conjunction with the drivers’ own comments. This capability is an essential part of the drivers’ development as it gives them the opportunity to learn not just how to race but also to work closely and frankly with their engineers to develop their cars and their driving.

All drivers who took part in at least three races of Formula BMW Europe, Formula BMW Pacific or Formula BMW Americas during the 2008 season are entitled to compete. Additionally, all drivers attending the Formula BMW World Final must hold an international C-licence. Drivers with a higher licence are not allowed to enter the World Final, unless they acquired a B-licence after the last race of the season in their respective Formula BMW series.

During the course of the tyre lottery on 4th December, each driver will draw three sets of tyres free of charge. A fourth set can either be purchased or taken from a team’s existing stock. These tyres are at the driver’s disposal from the beginning of the first practice session to the final race of the Formula BMW World Final. An exchange of tyres between drivers is prohibited.

The first-placed driver is not the only winner. 
Following the Formula BMW World Final, the overall race winner is not the only one with plenty of reason to celebrate. The driver who achieves the fastest lap will be awarded prize money of US$2,000. Additionally, the winner of the Super Pole will receive prize money of US$1,000. The “Exceptional Achievement Award” (US$2,000) recognises the driver who grabbed attention with exceptional performances during the race weekend.

In total, the prize money at the Formula BMW World Final is no less than US$60,000. In accordance with the philosophy of the series, as many drivers as possible are designed to benefit from the money. The top ten drivers can all look forward to a share of the prize money. Naturally, the winner receives the highest amount with US$10,000. The second-placed driver still receives US$9,000, the third driver US$8,000. The prize money is distributed in this manner among the top ten drivers, so that the tenth-placed driver can still look forward to a reward of US$1,000.

However, the reward the winner of the Formula BMW World Final can look forward to in addition to his prize money is priceless. He receives the opportunity to conduct a test drive with the BMW Sauber F1 Team. Many other drivers have already proven in the past that this can be the start of a Formula One career. 

8.
The drivers.

Wanted: the champion of champions.
Eight teams have entered a total of 21 drivers – representing the finest talents from Formula BMW Europe, Formula BMW Americas and Formula BMW Pacific – to race for the Formula BMW crown. Included in the field are local hero Esteban Gutiérrez (MX), and Alexander Rossi (US). Both are able to look back on very successful seasons: Gutiérrez claimed the title in Formula BMW Europe, of which seven of its eight races featured as support events at Formula One Grand Prix weekends, while Rossi’s victories in Montréal (CA) and São Paulo (BR) mean he scored three of his ten victories in front of Formula One crowds. Both these freshly crowned champions competed in the Formula BMW World Final 2007 – and have every intention of running up front in their second appearance this year.
The entry list at a glance:

No
Driver

Origin
Team
2 
Mikael Grenier, R 
CA
Apex-HBR Racing Team
5 
Gianmarco Raimondo, R 
CA
Autotecnica
6
Maxime Pelletier
CA
Autotecnica
7 
Velibor Jovanovic 
RS
DAMS Team
8 
Jim Pla 

FR
DAMS Team
9 
Thomas Hillsdon, R 
GB
Eifelland Racing
10 
Jazeman Jaafar 
MY
Eifelland Racing
11 
David Mengesdorf 
DE
Eifelland Racing
12 
William Buller 
GB
Eurointernational
14 
Daniel Juncadella 
ES
Eurointernational
15 
David Ostella, R
CA
Eurointernational
16 
Alexander Rossi 
US
Eurointernational
17 
Doru Sechelariu 
RO
Eurointernational
18 
Giancarlo Vilarinho, R
BR
Eurointernational
19 
Gabriel Chaves 
CO
Euro Junior Team
20 
Alfonso Toledano 
MX
Euro Junior Team
21 
Michael Christensen, R
DK
Josef Kaufmann Racing
22 
Esteban Gutiérrez 
MX
Josef Kaufmann Racing
23 
Facundo Regalia, R
ES
Josef Kaufmann Racing
24 
Ollie Millroy, R
GB
Motaworld Racing
25 
Simon Moss, R
ZA
Motaworld Racing

R= Rookie
Car Number 2 – Mikael Grenier, Rookie. 
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Canada, Apex-HBR Racing Team
Date of Birth: 
17th October 1992
Place of Birth: 
Stoneham (CA)
Formula BMW 2008:
4th place Formula BMW Americas
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
114

Car Number 5 – Gianmarco Raimondo, Rookie. 

Canada, Autotecnica
Date of Birth: 
28th November 1990
Place of Birth: 
St. Catherines (CA)
Formula BMW 2008:  
3rd place Formula BMW Americas, Rookie-Cup 
Champion
Wins 2008:
2
Points 2008:
128
Car Number 6 – Maxime Pelletier.
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Canada, Autotecnica
Date of Birth: 
14th October 1990
Place of Birth: 
Longeuil (CA)
Formula BMW 2008:  
8th place Formula BMW Americas 
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
69

Car Number 7 – Velibor Jovanovic.
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Serbia, DAMS Team
Date of Birth: 
24th November 1990
Place of Birth: 
Belgrade (RS)
Formula BMW 2008:  
13th place Formula BMW Americas
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
20

Car Number 8 – Jim Pla.
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France, DAMS Team
Date of Birth: 
6th October 1992
Place of Birth: 
Dublin Beziers (FR)
Formula BMW 2008:  
17th place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
54

Car Number 9 – Thomas Hillsdon, Rookie.
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Great Britain, Eifelland Racing
Date of Birth: 
16th October 1991
Place of Birth: 
Luton (GB)
Formula BMW 2008:  
23rd place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
19
Car Number 10 – Jazeman Jaafar.
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Malaysia, Eifelland Racing
Date of Birth: 
13th November 1992
Place of Birth: 
Kuala Lumpur (MY)
Formula BMW 2008:  
14th place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
67

Car Number 11 – David Mengesdorf.
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Germany, Eifelland Racing
Date of Birth: 
5th October 1990
Place of Birth: 
Munich (DE)
Formula BMW 2008:  
10th place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
124

Car Number 12 – William Buller.
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Great Britain, Eurointernational
Date of Birth: 
17th September 1992
Formula BMW 2008:
12th place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
87

Car Number 14 – Daniel Juncadella.
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Spain, Eurointernational
Date of Birth: 
7th May 1991
Place of Birth: 
Barcelona (ES)
Formula BMW 2008:  
4th place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
2
Points 2008:
237


Car Number 15 – David Ostella, Rookie.
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Canada, Eurointernational
Date of Birth:
8th October 1991
Place of Birth:
Maple (CA)
Formula BMW 2008:  
9th place Formula BMW Americas
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
59
Car Number 16 – Alexander Rossi.

[image: image11.png]



USA, Eurointernational
Date of Birth:
25th September 1991
Place of Birth:
Nevada City (US)
Formula BMW 2008: 
Overall winner Formula BMW Americas
Wins 2008:
10
Points 2008:
245

Car Number 17 – Doru Sechelariu.
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Romania, Eurointernational
Date of Birth:
19th November 1991
Place of Birth:
Bacau (RO)
Formula BMW 2008: 
15th place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
2 (as guest driver in Formula BMW Pacific)
Points 2008:
65

Car Number 18 – Giancarlo Vilarinho, Rookie.
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Brazil, Eurointernational
Place of Birth: 
2nd April 1992
Place of Birth:
São Paulo (BR)
Formula BMW 2008:
6th place Formula BMW Americas
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
109

Sartnummer 19 – Gabriel Chavez.
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Colombia, Euro Junior Team
Date of Birth:
7th July 1993
Place of Birth:
Bogota (CO)
Formula BMW 2008:
4th place Formula BMW Pacific

15th place Formula BMW Americas
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
145
Car Number 20 – Alfonso Toledano.
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Mexico, Euro Junior Team
Date of Birth:
18th August 1989
Place of Birth: 
Mexico City (MX)
Formula BMW 2008: 
14th place Formula BMW Americas
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
19
Car Number 21 – Michael Christensen, Rookie.
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Denmark, Josef Kaufmann Racing
Date of Birth;
28th August 1990
Place of Birth: 
Karlslunde (DK)
Formula BMW 2008:
6th place Formula BMW Europe, Rookie-Cup 
Champion
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
158

Car Number 22 – Esteban Gutiérrez.
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Mexico, Josef Kaufmann Racing
Date of Birth:
5th August 1991
Place of Birth:
Monterrey (MX)
Formula BMW 2008:
Overall winner Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
7
Points 2008:
353

Car Number 23 – Facundo Regalia, Rookie.
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Spain, Josef Kaufmann Racing
Date of Birth:
23rd November 1991
Place of Birth:
Madrid (ES)
Formula BMW 2008:
16th place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
/
Points 2008:
60

Car Number 24 – Ollie Millroy, Rookie.
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Great Britain, Motaworld Racing
Date of Birth: 
19th November 1992
Place of Birth:
Windsor (GB)
Formula BMW 2008:
21st place Formula BMW Europe
Wins 2008:
1 (as guest driver in Formula BMW Pacific)
Points 2008:
20

Car Number 25 – Simon Moss, Rookie.
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South Africa, Motaworld Racing
Date of Birth: 
20th July 1991
Place of Birth:
Port Elizabeth (ZA)
Formula BMW 2008:
3rd place Formula BMW Pacific, Rookie-Cup 
Champion
Wins 2008:
3
Points 2008:
132

9.
The teams.

Apex-HBR Racing Team.
Contact:
Martin Bates
Email:
martin@teamapexusa.com
Internet: 
www.teamapexusa.com
Driver:
Mikael Grenier
Autotecnica.
Contact: 
Enrico Diano
Email:
enrico@autotecnicagroup.com
Internet: 
www.autotecnicagroup.com
Driver:
Gianmarco Raimondo, Maxime Pelletier
DAMS Team.
Contact:
Eric Boullier
Email:
eric.boullier@dams.fr
Internet: 
www.dams.fr
Drivers: 
Velibor Jovanovic, Jim Pla

Eifelland Racing.
Contact:
Albert Hamper
Email:
office@eifelland-racing.de
Internet:
www.eifellandracing.de
Drivers:
Thomas Hillsdon, Jazeman Jaafar, David Mengesdorf

Eurointernational.
Contact:
Alexandra Blackman
Email:
euro5055@aol.com
Internet: 
www.eurointernationalgroup.com
Drivers: 
William Buller, Daniel Juncadella, David Ostella, 

Alexander Rossi , Doru Sechelariu, Giancarlo Vilarinho
Euro Junior Team.
Contact:
Alexandra Blackman
Email:
euro5055@aol.com
Internet: 
www.eurointernationalgroup.com
Drivers: 
Gabriel Chaves, Alfonso Toledano 

Josef Kaufmann Racing.
Contact:
Josef Kaufmann
Email:
jkracing@t-online.de
Internet: 
www.jk-racing.de
Drivers:
Michael Christensen, Esteban Gutiérrez, Facundo Regalia

Motaworld Racing.
Contact:
Alan Waite
Email:
alan@motaworld.co.uk
Internet: 
www.motaworld.co.uk
Drivers: 
Ollie Millroy, Simon Moss

10.
Circuit introduction with Christian Vietoris.
Tips from an ex-champion.
One year after securing victory in the Formula BMW World Final 2006, Christian Vietoris (DE) made his debut at the wheel of a BMW Sauber F1 Team car as his well-deserved prize for this achievement. Following his impressive performances in Formula BMW, Vietoris stepped up to A1GP World Cup of Motorsport, which saw him competing in Mexico City in 2007. The 19-year-old analyses the “Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez”.

Christian Vietoris on…

…the physical strain of the “Autódromo Hermanos Rodríguez”:

“The circuit is quite challenging, with a lot of turns. The neck is put under extreme strain, as there are many fast corners. Furthermore, the surface of the track is very bumpy, which is hard on the back. Physical fitness is essential here.”
…the key points: 

“The circuit can be driven with a nice rhythm. For this reason, no one turn really stands out. There is a tricky combination of turns before the back straight, which you need to get just right on entry. It is also important to exit well onto the long straight, at the end of which there is a good overtaking opportunity.”
…the atmosphere in Mexico City: 

“It is a really huge city. As you fly in over the city you can see just how cram packed it all is. You'd probably need a good year to see all the different sides of this place.”
…the right set-up:

“The long straight can influence lap times. If you have too little wing, then you are able to gain time there. As it is very bumpy, a soft set-up with soft dampers is necessary. There are no really difficult corners, therefore the World Final participants should be able to adapt to the circuit quickly.”

11.
The Formula BMW FB02.

The FB02 makes the difference.
Unique, yet identical for all – that is the Formula BMW FB02, one of the safest and best-performing vehicles in entry-level single-seater racing. The fundamental cornerstone of the series is that every driver has the same specification race car available to him, so that the talent and other personal attributes of the driver play a decisive role in the outcome of the competition.

A true BMW.
From even the most cursory glance it is evident that the FB02 is a true-blue BMW. Conceived by BMW Motorsport in collaboration with BMW’s California subsidiary, DesignworksUSA, its hallmark styling cues of the BMW ‘kidney grille’ provide the focal point for the integrated design.

The heart of the FB02 is its four-stroke, four-cylinder 1200cc BMW engine. This high-revving motorcycle unit complements its power with excellent reliability, while propelling the single-seater from zero to 100 km/h in less than four seconds.

A six-speed Hewland gearbox complements the power of the engine which successful drivers will also encounter in Formula Three, the next step up the racing ladder.

Focus on safety.
“Our most important consideration in conceiving and designing the FB02 was to ensure the highest possible safety standards of junior single-seater racing,” says BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen. Testimony to the achievement of that objective came in 2007 when Formula BMW celebrated its milestone 300th race without any of its competitors ever having sustained serious injury.

The FB02 bristles with examples of the attention paid to safety: the driver safety cell consists of an immensely strong monocoque chassis formed from Carbon-Aramid-fibre sandwich construction. This provides not just a light, stress-bearing structure, but also one with impressive rigidity and the best possible protection against penetration by debris during an accident. The energy-absorbing deformable crash structures front and rear draw on Formula One technology, as do the Kevlar wheel retention tethers and energy-absorbing headrests.

Modern safety systems.
Two features in particular endorse the FB02’s safety standards. Formula BMW was the first entry-level formula to mandate use of the HANS® (Head And Neck Support) system, which reduces the risk of serious injury by limiting the movement of the driver’s head and neck in an accident. FORS (Formula Rescue Seat), the innovative seat developed by BMW Motorsport specifically for Formula BMW, permits rapid response rescue in the event of emergencies. 
The driver can be removed from a damaged chassis while still attached to the seat, thus minimising the risk of aggravating potential spinal injury during the extrication process. In extreme cases he can remain strapped to the seat during transportation to hospital, where magnetic resonance imaging examination can be conducted while the driver is still stabilised on the FORS seat shell.

“The HANS neck protection system, the FORS emergency seat, wheel retention tethers and the use of innovative materials, such as Aramid and Carbon-fibre have prevented any driver from seriously injuring himself,” Mario Theissen explains.
12.
The partners.

Official Partner.
Cadence. Cadence Design Systems, Inc., the BMW Sauber F1 Team and BMW Motorsport signed a collaboration partnership in 2008, for several years. Within this partnership the BMW Sauber F1 Team is using software solutions from Cadence for the development of the BMW Sauber Formula One car. The Cadence company logo appears on the Formula BMW cars and driver overalls as well as on the Formula One garage walls, trucks and the BMW Paddock Club Suite. Cadence enables global electronic-design innovation and plays an essential role in the creation of today’s integrated circuits and micro-electronics systems. Customers use Cadence® software and hardware, methodologies, and services to design and verify advanced semiconductors and electronic systems used in consumer electronics, networking and telecommunications equipment, computers, automotive systems and more. The electronic design automation leader, Cadence reported 2007 revenues of approximately $ 1.6 billion, and has approximately 5,100 employees. The company is headquartered in San Jose, Calif., with sales offices, design centers, and research facilities around the world to serve the global electronics industry. More information about the company, its products, and services is available at: www.cadence.com

Premier Technical Partner.

Castrol is the market and technical leader for specialised industrial lubricants and automotive lubricants for the retail consumer. Castrol is the market leader in marine lubricants and a key player in the aviation and commercial vehicles market. It is also the third largest marketer of lubricants worldwide. Lubricants manufactured and marketed by Castrol are supplied direct to business and end-consumers in over 60 countries and through local distributors in the rest of the world. The business is concentrated on automotive lubricants, particularly in the consumer sector, but there is also a strong presence in business markets such as commercial vehicle fleets, marine and specialised industrial segments. The first Castrol car lubricant was introduced in 1906 and was named after its castor oil ingredient. The company, which has over 150 subsidiaries, operating in some 55 countries, was purchased by BP in 2000. Castrol is supporting all three Formula BMW series. www.castrol.com
Technical Partners.

Ferodo supplies the brake pads for all the Formula BMW series. The company was founded in 1897 by Herbert Frood and was the first to specialise exclusively in brake pads. It proved a successful strategy: by 1919, Ferodo was supplying all the leading automobile manufacturers. The company has been involved in Formula One and other motor racing series for decades. The insights and techniques gleaned on the race track are applied to further development of products for roadgoing vehicles. www.ferodo.co.uk 
Michelin has been involved in motor sports for more than 100 years as the leading tyre manufacturer worldwide. In 1977, for instance, the French company revolutionised Formula One with the introduction of radial tyre technology. Thanks to a continuous knowledge transfer between series production and motor sports, both areas have been supporting each other successfully for years. The brand with the bibendum has been a reliable racing sports partner of BMW for years and will continue to be the official tyre supplier of all Formula BMW series worldwide during the 2008 season once more. www.michelin.com

O·Z Racing supplies the single-section, centre-locking aluminium wheel rims for all Formula BMW vehicles. O·Z is the world’s market leader in the manufacture of light-alloy wheels, thanks not least to countless successes during its 30-year presence at race tracks around the world. O·Z is represented both in Formula One and in the WRC, ALMS, CART and IRL series. O·Z supplies a number of European car manufacturers and is a partner of the BMW Sauber F1 Team. www.ozracing.com

ZF Sachs AG, the Powertrain and Suspension division of ZF Friedrichshafen AG, has already been supporting Formula BMW in global motor sports for several years. This series has produced many hopeful talents over the years, who eventually made it into Formula 1. All Formula BMW vehicles are equipped with reliable clutches and shock absorbers from Schweinfurt. In addition to that, ZF Sachs is also “Official Supplier” of the BMW Sauber F1 Team and supplies the high-tech rotational dampers for the BMW Sauber F1.08. That way motor sports is an excellent way to showcase the excellent performance of automotive components from ZF Sachs under extreme conditions. www.zfsachs.com 

Official Supplier.

PUMA is the global Sportlifestyle company that successfully fuses influences from sport, lifestyle and fashion. PUMA’s unique industry perspective delivers the unexpected in Sportlifestyle Footwear, Apparel and Accessories, through technical innovation and revolutionary design. Established in Herzogenaurach, Germany in 1948, PUMA distributes products in over 80 countries. For further information please visit: www.puma.com
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Press contact.

BMW Group

Sports Communications
Motorsport/AK–24

Ingo Lehbrink

D-80788 Munich

Phone: +49-89-382-76003

Mobile: +49-176-20340224

Fax: +49-89-382-27563

Email: ingo.lehbrink@bmw.de

Find more BMW media information and rights-free images for download over the course of the Formula BMW World Final weekend at www.press.bmw-motorsport.com 

Results and current World Final news at: www.bmw-motorsport.com
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