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BMW introduces new

Performance Package for 330i Sedan,

exclusive to North American market

Munich, Germany, December 16, 2002…Many BMW enthusiasts fondly remember the 4-door Sedan that was offered – and quickly became a best-seller – in the previous M3 generation through 1997. When the current M3 generation was introduced, BMW M (the BMW division that develops all M Cars) announced that there would be no 4-door M3 this time around, as the new M3 generation incorporates sharply widened body sides that would not harmonize with the openings for the rear doors.


Recently, as interest in high-performance sport sedans has continued to grow, BMW decided it was time to offer a model even quicker and more agile than the existing (and highly esteemed) 330i Sedan with its optional Sport Package. It’s not an M3 Sedan, to be sure, but a significant move of the 3 Series Sedan in that direction. To accomplish this goal, the talent and resources of BMW have once again been tapped to create just such a machine: the new Performance Package 330i Sedan.


As of March 2003 production, a new 6-speed manual transmission becomes standard in all 330 models, providing the perfect basis for this new option Package. Priced at $3,900, the Performance Package takes it from there, with –

•
Engine modifications that add 10 horsepower, 8 pounds-feet of torque, 300 rpm and even quicker throttle response to the 330i’s internationally acclaimed 3.0-liter inline 6-cylinder engine.

•
A short shift lever, which enhances the new 6-speed transmission’s already ultra-precise, short-throw shift mechanism.

•
A final drive ratio that optimally translates the new engine and transmission capabilities into impressive road performance.

•
An electronic maximum-speed limiter that allows 155 mph instead of other 330 models’ 128 mph.

•
A new BMW M sport suspension system that bonds the 330i even more intimately to the road than its standard sport suspension.

•
Handsome, appropriately aggressive 18-inch wheels in differentiated front/rear sizes, wearing Z-rated, low-profile performance tires.

•
Unique BMW M body components, including front bumper/spoiler, side sills, rear bumper/apron/air diffuser and trunklid spoiler.

•
Special exterior trim elements, including Anthracite (charcoal-gray) headlight and foglight surrounds and high-gloss Shadowline trim around the side windows.

•
An additional color, the rich and sporty Imola Red, added to the exterior paint selection. (Imola is an Italian race track, best known as a Formula 1 venue.) Two new metallic colors, Mystic Blue and Silver Gray, become available on the 330i and other 3 Series models as well. (Three colors from the regular 3 Series palette are not available with the Performance Package.)

•
Large-diameter stainless-steel dual exhaust outlets.

•
A sport steering wheel with its extra-thick rim wrapped in Alcantara, a suede-like material that is popular in Europe in high-end vehicles.

•
Sport seats.

•
Upholstery that combines Alcantara and a new, attractive cloth.

•
A choice of two very special interior trim materials.

•
Anthracite headliner.

•
Anthracite as the standard interior color, with leather (in a choice of four colors) continuing as an option.

•
Special instruments, with red needles and (on the tachometer) a red warning zone corresponding to the engine’s greater “revving” capability.

BMW M fine-tunes the brilliant

3.0-liter inline six for

even more performance


The BMW 3.0-liter inline 6-cylinder is widely respected and praised for its satisfying capabilities, excellent performance and fuel efficiency (objective) and thrilling sonorities (subjective) being among them. For the Performance Package, BMW commissioned BMW Individual, a division of BMW M GmbH, to fine-tune this brilliant engine for even more brilliance. Specifically –

•
New camshafts add top-end power (+ 10 hp), raise the torque peak by 8 lb-ft. (to 222 lb-ft.) and play a role in lifting the maximum engine speed from 6500 to 6800 rpm.

•
Modified electronic engine management takes advantage of the hotter camshafts to enhance the engine’s response to the driver’s commands at the accelerator pedal.

•
A lightened, more rigid flywheel assembly retains the power-smoothing dual-mass configuration but further enhances the engine’s response.

As engine modifications go, these measures are relatively subtle, and yet their effect is significantly heightened performance and driving pleasure. “More of a very good thing” would be a fair characterization. And the larger-diameter exhaust pipes, looking handsome with their dual 65-mm stainless-steel outlets, also contribute to a sportier engine sound.

BMW’s own track tests indicate a 0-60-mph time of 5.9 sec., about half a second quicker than the standard-equipped 330i Sedan. And whereas all standard 330 models have a 128-mph speed limiter that goes with their standard all-season tires, the Performance Package 330i is allowed to “run freer” with a 155-mph speed limiter.

A new 6-speed transmission

and “shorter” gearing

also add performance


As of March ’03 production, all 330 models get a new 6-speed manual transmission that replaces the former 5-speed as standard equipment. Weighing no more than the 5-speed, this “gearbox” – the ZF Type H, also employed in the Z4 3.0i roadster – incorporates refinements that add driving pleasure (and BMWs are already known for excellent manual transmissions):

•
New, even more effective synchronization of shifting

•
Sportier shift action, via 10-mm (0.4-in) shorter shift “throws” from neutral to each gear. With the Performance Package, this is enhanced by a significantly shorter shift lever whose shift knob sports an M-design 6-speed shift pattern. 

Compared to the previous 5-speed (which continues in 325 models), the 6-speed’s ratios for 1st through 5th gears are approximately the same; the significant gearing difference is 6th gear, which provides an 0.85:1 overdrive. Combined with the Package’s 3.07:1 final drive, this gives overall gearing of 2.61:1 in 6th gear, “taller” than the 2.93:1 final drive that came with previous, 5-speed-equipped 330 models. Thus one figuratively “has one’s cake and eats it too,” with shorter gearing enhancing acceleration in gears 1 through 5, and taller gearing for a relaxed cruising feel and satisfying fuel efficiency in 6th.

As of September ’03 production, for the 2004 model year, BMW’s excellent 5-speed automatic transmission, with STEPTRONIC manual shifting and a selectable Sport mode for automatic shifting, will become available in combination with the Sport Package. BMW M is doing development work on the automatic too, giving it a “tighter” torque converter for sharper reflexes and higher shift speeds to exploit the engine’s wider rpm range.

BMW M works its magic

on an already outstanding

suspension system


Volumes have been written by independent critics, praising the roadability and handling of the BMW 3 Series – and the 330i Sedan got even better in ’01, when it was given a crisper, quicker steering system and a sport suspension calibration as standard equipment.


The Performance Package calibration, developed by BMW M, is even sportier. It incorporates:

•
Firmer springs, by approximately 6% at the front and 8% at the rear.

•
Firmer shock absorbers overall, specifically –


•
Front – 50% firmer in jounce, 35% in rebound


•
Rear – 20% firmer in jounce, but 8% softer in rebound.


(Fine-tuning of shock absorbers is an empirical process and can sometimes produce surprising results. Trust us, BMW M’s engineers know what they’re doing.)

•
Larger-diameter anti-roll (stabilizer) bars. 23.5 mm at the front, vs. the standard 23.0; 18.5 mm at the rear, vs. 18.0.

•
More rigid forward bushings for the arc-shaped lower arms of the front suspension. The hydraulic cushions at the rear of these lower arms are retained.

•
Lower ride height, by 15 mm (0.6 in.)

•
Shorter auxiliary springs, the polyurethane components that limit spring travel. These are 15 mm (0.6 in.) shorter at front and rear, corresponding to the reduction in ride height.


Transmitting the enhanced capabilities of this modified suspension system to the road, and at the same time adding their own benefit to the equation, are the Package’s new 18-in. wheels and tires. With 8.0-in. rim width and the front and 8.5 at the rear, the captivatingly handsome BMW M-designed Double Spoke alloys carry ultra-low-profile, Z-rated performance tires: 225/40 at the front, 255/35 at the rear. This wheel/tire size configuration has been a stand-alone option on all 330i/Ci models equipped with their Sport Package, though with a different wheel design; it continues in that form for the 330Ci coupe and convertible.


This wide range of fine-tuning achieves the kind of “magic” for which BMW M is justly famous. An increment of firmness and agility is immediately apparent to the driver; and yet over the bumps and grinds of the rough-road handling course at BMW’s proving ground in Germany, the Package-equipped 330i shows no overt tendency to bottom out. One senses greater agility in the car’s response to steering inputs and in a reduction of body roll (lean) in curves taken briskly – from the already crisp response and minimal roll of the standard-equipped 330i, of course.

The optics:

BMW M knows how to make it

even sportier, and just as tasteful


A fine high-performance sport Sedan also demonstrates its character visually. BMW – very especially BMW M – knows just how to do this, clearly and with impeccable taste.


Although none of the Performance Package’s exterior components are shared with the M3, the front bumper and spoiler ensemble reminds one of that ultra-sports car. Besides being deeper than the standard one, this features a large center air intake with cross-hatch screening, split chin spoilers, and Anthracite-color surrounds for the foglight openings. The Anthracite color appears again in the lighting housings; in both places it replaces the standard Titanium finish. As on other 3 Series models, Xenon headlights (low and high beams) with auto-leveling are optional.


At the sides, prominent but graceful body sills enhance a ground-hugging silhouette. In contrast to the standard matte-finish window surrounds with chrome framing, high-gloss Shadowline – familiar from M3 and M5 models – frames the side windows. At the rear, the new and distinctive bumper/apron/diffuser ensemble again reminds one of the M3, as does a discreet spoiler atop the trunklid. The dual 65-mm stainless-steel exhaust outlets (standard: 60 mm, chrome) are attractively framed by a cutout in the apron. Even the rear suspension, with about a half-degree of negative camber at rest, contributes its part to the Package’s overall look of sporty authority.


Inside the Performance Package-equipped 330i, BMW has created a distinctively European sport atmosphere. Offered exclusively in a combination of black and Anthracite colors, the upholstery scheme is unique to this model. The front sport seats’ prominent side bolsters and the rear seat’s bolsters are in Alcantara; the seating surfaces are in a very attractive new black cloth, with tiny silver dots in a grid pattern. A small-diameter, 3-spoke sport steering wheel, similar to that in M3s, has a thick, Alcantara-wrapped rim with thumb positioners; the BMW M logo appears on its bottom spoke. And of course the steering wheel includes BMW’s convenient fingertip controls for cruise, audio system and other functions.


As in the latest Sport Package-equipped 540i models, the headliner is in Anthracite color.The standard hard trim, appearing on the dash and doors, is a subtle but eye-catching new material called Black Cube; is stunning visual texture warrants a close look. Optional at no extra cost is a silver version of the same material. And the short shift lever, with its shift knob, is a visual as well as a functional treat.


For customers who prefer a more traditional BMW interior ambiance, leather upholstery (in a choice of colors) is available at extra cost.

On sale in April ’03,

limited numbers planned


With production of the 6-speed version beginning in March, 330i Sedans with the Performance Package will begin appearing at U.S. BMW Centers in April ’03. The Package is not offered in markets outside North America. Given the experiences with relatively rare BMW performance models such as the 2002tii in the Seventies, it’s not difficult to imagine that a 6-speed 330i with Performance Package could be a much sought-after collector vehicle at some point in the future.

BMW Assist:

expanded services for ’03

BMW Assist services are available to BMW customers using vehicles equipped with the BMW Onboard Navigation System and BMW Cellular Phone System, both of which are optional in the 330i and other 3 Series models. For 2003, BMW enhances this program with the addition of Concierge Services. The BMW Assist services include:

Automatic collision notification. In the event of airbag deployment, the in-vehicle hardware will automatically transmit the location and relevant information to the BMW Assist Response Center. A qualified representative will try to contact the driver, and will coordinate dispatch of police, fire and/or medical emergency services to the location, even if unable to communicate with the driver.

Emergency service. Vehicle occupants may also request police, fire and/or emergency medical services by pressing the EMERGENCY soft button on the Navigation System monitor. The hardware will then transmit the location and relevant vehicle information to the Response Center; a qualified representative will contact the occupants, coordinate dispatch, notify any emergency contacts on file, and link BMW Roadside Assistance as needed and requested.

Roadside Assistance. If the driver needs assistance (events such as flat tire, out of fuel, etc.), he or she may activate the ASSIST soft button on the monitor. The hardware will transmit the location and relevant vehicle information to the Response Center; a qualified representative will coordinate dispatch of assistance to the vehicle location.

New for 2003: Concierge Services. Around the clock, BMW users can now call upon BMW for just about anything on their personal or business task list. From travel planning/trip routing to dining reservations, errand running to household services, shopping assistance and event tickets – one call to a toll-free number from any phone gets BMW owners help when they need it. 

All BMW Assist services for the first year of ownership are included in the vehicle’s purchase price. After the initial year, the annual fee is $199.

Performance with a conscience


BMW strives to produce its motor vehicles and other products with the utmost attention to environmental compatibility and protection. Integrated into the design and development of BMW automobiles are such criteria as resource efficiency and emission control in production; environmentally responsible selection of materials; recyclability during production and within the vehicle; elimination of CFCs and hazardous materials in production; and continuing research into environmentally friendly automotive power sources. Tangible results of these efforts include the recycling of bumper cladding into other vehicle components; water-based paint color coats and powder clear coats; and various design and engineering elements that help make BMWs easier to dismantle at the end of their service life.

BMW Group In America

BMW of North America has been present in the United States since 1975.  Since then, the BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales and financial service organizations for the BMW and MINI brands; a South Carolina manufacturing operation; DESIGNWORKS/USA, an industrial design firm in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  The BMW Group is represented in the U.S. through networks of 340 BMW car, 327 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle, 148 BMW Motorcycle retailers and 69 MINI car dealers.  BMW US Holding Corp., the Group’s headquarters for North, Central and South America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at http://www.bmwusa.com http://www.bmwmotorcycles.com and http://www.miniusa.com
.

#      #      #

Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address - www.press.bmwgroup.com.
#      #      #

Journalist note: This and all press materials are available from the “Interactive News Bureau” at the BMW website. You can reach it by clicking “Contact BMW” from the main menu. (http:/bmwusa.com)
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