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BMW RAHAL LETTERMAN RACING TEAM DRIVERS PREPARED FOR PETIT LE MANS 1000 MILE RACE
 
 
Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – Sept. 23, 2009… The entire BMW Rahal Letterman Racing Team is now at Road Atlanta addressing final details in preparation for this Saturday’s Petit Le Mans endurance classic. The overall race distance will be 1000 miles or ten hours (whichever comes first), and GT2 class leaders normally complete about 900 miles.
Last weekend, BMW of North America drivers Bill Auberlen, Joey Hand, Dirk Müller and Tommy Milner tested both BMW M3 GT2 race cars at Road Atlanta. Test time was limited by torrential rains, but the team was able to gather data, bed brake pads, and properly aim each M3’s xenon headlights. On Tuesday, BMW Motorsport drivers Andy Priaulx and Jörg Müller arrived at the track. 
The Petit Le Mans will be one of the toughest challenges the team has faced in its inaugural American Le Mans season, but having proven able to win at a circuit like Road America, the BMW Rahal Letterman Racing Team is ready to take on Road Atlanta. 
Bill Auberlen, driver, No. 90 M3:

“The weekend test went well. I have been part of several BMW efforts at Petit Le Mans and I feel we are ready. The key to winning the Petit is to stay clean and fast.”
Joey Hand, driver, No. 90 M3:
“Petit Le Mans is driven like a sprint. We will need to go full tilt the whole time because the competition is closely matched. Last weekend’s testing showed how far we have come as a team.  The engineers and mechanics and drivers work well together. We get better with every lap.”
Andy Priaulx, driver, No. 90 M3:
“This will be my first race in the US so I am very excited to do it in a BMW. I haven’t driven this car since testing here nine months ago, but I don’t believe that to be an issue. What I will have to learn quickly are the specific rules regarding caution flags and pit stops, while getting a handle on race pace.”
Tommy Milner, driver, No. 92 M3:
“The rain this weekend limited the amount of track time, but the team was still able to accomplish enough that we can now focus on the race itself. In the ALMS you can’t win just by staying out of trouble. We will have to be both fast and reliable. I am excited that our Number 92 M3 will carry Need for Speed SHIFT logo for this race. It’s a thrill to see the M3 on the box cover, and a great connection to real-life motorsport.” 

Dirk Müller, driver, No. 92 M3:
“During testing I learned that Atlanta can be much like Malaysia with the amount of rain coming down. I did get in some dry laps and it feels like the M3 suits the track nicely. We checked all the systems and we are prepared for the race. I have raced Petit Le Mans four or five times and it is more like a long sprint race than an endurance race. Jörg will be a good addition, and his last name begins with an M. Three M’s in our M3!”

Jörg Müller, driver, No. 92 M3:
“I have very good memories of Petit Le Mans and I am happy that I can come here again to support BMW in North America. I have led the race in past years, but a GT2 class win is high on my list of things yet to do.”
The Petit Le Mans Powered by Mazda 6 is scheduled to start at 11:15 a.m. ET Saturday, Sept. 26 and will be broadcast live on SPEED television.
About BMW Rahal Letterman Racing:
BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 BMW passenger car centers, 335 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 142 BMW motorcycle retailers, 83 MINI passenger car dealers, and 30 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has been competing for more than a decade compiling 20 victories, 30 poles and one series championship (Bobby Rahal in 1992 in CART) and an Indianapolis 500 championship (Buddy Rice in 2004).  In 2008 Rahal Letterman Racing again won Rookie-of-the-Year honors at the Indianapolis 500 and partnered with Andersen Racing to run two entries in the Indy Pro Series. In 2009 the team has joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3 as BMW Rahal Letterman Racing Team in the American Le Mans Series and will also serve as the organizers of the Formula BMW Americas championship.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:

www.bmwgroupna.com 
www.bmwusanews.com 
www.press.bmw-motorsport.com 
#      #      #

Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwgroup.com/us.html.  Broadcast quality video footage is available via The NewsMarket at www.thenewsmarket.com.
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