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BMW RAHAL LETTERMAN RACING TEAM SIXTH AT LAGUNA SECA
BMW third in Manufacturer Standings, Milner and Müller fourth in Driver Points
 
 
Monterey, Calif. – October 10, 2009… With a sixth place finish by Tommy Milner and Dirk Müller in today’s Monterey Sports Car Championship, the BMW Rahal Letterman Racing Team concluded its inaugural American Le Mans Series season. 
In the ten-race, eight-months-long season from Sebring to Laguna Seca, the team tallied one victory, five podium finishes, two 1-2 M3 qualifying efforts, and three fast race laps.  BMW secured third place in 2009 ALMS Manufacturers Point standings and Milner and Müller took fourth place in Driver Points. The team finished third in Team Points.
Milner and Müller completed 153 laps in today’s four-hour race at Laguna Seca, to finish sixth in the No. 92 M3. Though disappointed this weekend, the duo has reached the podium in half of the races this season. Milner started from eighth and ran strongly until a competitor spun him off after the race’s second caution period. He pitted to check for damage and Müller entered the race one lap down to the leaders. Dirk battled for the next three hours, running as high as fifth and turning some of the fastest laps of the race. A late pit stop to repair a damaged left front wheel ultimately dropped him to a sixth place finish.
For Bill Auberlen and Joey Hand, the final race of the year quickly ended in disappointment as a mechanical failure only minutes into the race ended the Californians’ hopes for victory. Auberlen and Hand earned the program’s first win at Road America in August.

Tommy Milner, driver No. 92 M3 (sixth): Youtube: click here for video.
“A great effort from Dirk today to finish sixth. It’s unfortunate I was taken out early by the Corvette. It cost us one lap and we tried really hard to get it back. The speed was there, but not the luck. Overall, it has been a great season. A brand new program, a brand new M3, a brand new partnership with BMW and RLR and managed to finish on the podium five times with one win.”
Dirk Müller, driver No. 92 M3 (sixth): Youtube: click here for video.
“I just have to say awesome! I really squeezed that M3 for three hours and it was unbelievable. I was the quickest car out there for a long time – even after that hard hit. I am not sure that I had 100% power because of the damage to the exhaust, but I had a great time. I want to thank the whole team for a great year. Five podiums and P3 or P4 in driver points, we will wait to see.  The first time I have driven for BMW of 
North America and Rahal Letterman Racing, as well as on Dunlop tires. Everything came together very nicely. I am already looking forward to the next race!”
Martin Birkmann, BMW NA Motorsport Manager:

“Although this was a very tough day for us, it was a very good day for others and we congratulate this season’s champions. We returned to the ALMS this year because the competition is so tough and we are pleased to have given everyone a race this year. We plan to do even better next year. We would like to thank all our loyal - and new - fans for the continuous support and enthusiasm throughout a season that had it all. A partnership became a team this year and we reached the podium five times, the top at Road America.” 
The Monterey Sports Car Championships for the American Le Mans Series will be broadcast on SPEED television at 2:30 p.m.  ET on Sunday, Oct. 11.
About BMW Rahal Letterman Racing:
BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 BMW passenger car centers, 335 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 142 BMW motorcycle retailers, 87 MINI passenger car dealers, and 30 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has been competing for more than a decade compiling 20 victories, 30 poles and one series championship (Bobby Rahal in 1992 in CART) and an Indianapolis 500 championship (Buddy Rice in 2004).  In 2008 Rahal Letterman Racing again won Rookie-of-the-Year honors at the Indianapolis 500 and partnered with Andersen Racing to run two entries in the Indy Pro Series. In 2009 the team has joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3 as BMW Rahal Letterman Racing Team in the American Le Mans Series and will also serve as the organizers of the Formula BMW Americas championship.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:

www.bmwgroupna.com 
www.bmwusanews.com 
www.press.bmw-motorsport.com 
#      #      #

Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwgroup.com/us.html.  Broadcast quality video footage is available via The NewsMarket at www.thenewsmarket.com.
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