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MINI Drivers Podium In three Consecutive grand-am races 

RSR Motorsports finishes 2010 season with best-ever record
· RSR Motorsports car No. 198 earned second place during the Salt Lake City 200
· Tonight’s finish marks RSR’s third podium finish in a row
· The RSR team has earned a podium position four times during the 2010 GRAND-AM season, marking the team’s best season ever
Salt Lake City – September 11, 2010… MINI USA congratulates RSR Motorsports on their second-place finish this evening in the Salt Lake City 200 held at Miller Motorsports Park. This marks the third podium in a row for the both the team and car No. 198. During the 2010 season of the GRAND-AM Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge, the RSR team has achieved two wins, a second and a third place finish – the best season ever for a MINI racing team. 
“The RSR Motorsports team has finished a season to be proud of, and MINI USA is pleased that our vehicles played a key role in their success,” said Jim McDowell, Vice President – MINI USA. “GRAND-AM racing is an intense sport, and the RSR Motorsports team has proven that MINI has a solid place on the track. I look forward to the next racing season and all of the possibility it holds.”
RSR Motorsports races three MINI Cooper S vehicles in the ST (street tuner) class of the Continental Tire Challenge. During the Salt Lake City 200 race, team manager, Owen Trinkler, and driver, Sarah Cattaneo, were co-drivers of the No. 198. Team owner, Randall Smalley, and VJ Mirzayan drove the No. 197 car; while Dicky Riegel and BJ Zacharias drove the No. 196 car.

In addition to the second-place finish today, RSR has earned wins at the Garden State 250 and the Grand Prix de Trois-Rivieres. The team finished in third place in the Homestead 200, where driver, Sarah Cattaneo earned the pole starting position, and secured her place as the first woman ever to do so in the ST class.
For their recent wins during the Garden State 250 and the Grand Prix de Trois-Rivieres, RSR earned the largest single payouts from MINI USA’s Motorsports Contingency Program ever made to any of the motorsports teams that race MINI vehicles. For a first-place finish in Grand-Am racing, a MINI driver is awarded $5,000 from the program. The second-place finish of the Salt Lake City 200 has earned them an additional award from the manufacturer. 
 “As a team, we are happy with our performance in 2010, and we have learned a lot from both our wins and our losses,” said RSR Motorsports team owner, Randall Smalley. “A total of 49 vehicles raced this season, and RSR now has a strong foothold in the front of the pack as we move into the 2011 season.”
RSR Motorsports returned to the GRAND-AM Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge Series in 2010 for their fourth season in professional motorsports. RSR is based in Mesa, Arizona and has been a solid presence in the Street Tuner (ST) class of Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge since the team’s entry into the series in 2007.
MINI in the US
MINI is an independent brand of the BMW Group. In the United States, MINI USA operates as a business unit of BMW of North America, LLC which has been present in the United States since 1975. Rolls Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 BMW passenger car centers, 335 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 143 BMW motorcycle retailers, 100 MINI passenger car dealers, and 31 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:  www.bmwgroupna.com
#      #      #

Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwna.com.  Additional information, images and video may be found at www.miniusanews.com.  Broadcast quality video footage is available via The NewsMarket at www.thenewsmarket.com. 
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