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MINI USA Dealer Network reaches 100 outlets:

MINI of San Diego Hosts Milestone Grand Opening Celebration
Woodcliff Lake, NJ – December 15, 2010… The MINI USA dealer network has been growing steadily since the new MINI brand’s US introduction in 2002 with 66 dealerships, and now the company is marking its 100th dealer grand opening with a celebration that will take place on December 16 at MINI of San Diego.
The new facility in San Diego is owned by Penske Automotive Group, one of MINI’s long-time partners, and is the group’s sixth MINI dealership in the US (22nd worldwide).
“This is an important milestone for MINI USA and we are pleased to celebrate it with Penske Automotive Group and our customers in San Diego,” said Jim McDowell, Vice President, MINI USA. “MINI continues to grow in the ever-changing automotive industry, and you will continue to see additional sales outlets and some exciting new vehicles as we move into 2011.”
The MINI brand will continue to grow in markets where a stronger MINI presence is needed, opening stores in cities where MINI has never been before. New MINI locations will continue to open in the US with approximately 115 stores planned through the end of 2011.
San Diego is one of the top 10 car markets in the US, and MINI of San Diego is the second MINI dealership in the metropolitan area. Located in the heart of San Diego, the new facility is visible from the 163 freeway and significantly increases MINI’s visibility. 

“MINI USA has been a valued partner of Penske Automotive Group,” said George Brochick, Executive Vice President for Penske Automotive Group’s Western Region. “We are excited to expand our presence with MINI in this key market, and proud that MINI of San Diego is the 100th MINI dealer in the US.  With our new customer-oriented facility, MINI of San Diego looks forward to providing current MINI owners with a premium ownership experience and introducing new customers to everything that is MINI.”

In addition to providing easier access to a MINI sales and service facility for customers, the new facility created 25 new jobs in the San Diego community. The sales and service facility covers nearly 28,000 square feet and 13 MINI vehicles can be displayed in the showroom. 
The grand opening festivities will start at 6 PM on December 16. Representatives from both MINI USA and Penske Automotive Group will be in attendance and available for media interviews.
There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony and brief executive remarks beginning at  6:45 PM. Additional activities will include a silent auction to benefit Rady’s Children’s Hospital, through Mini Cares for Kids. Guests will be able to bid on a MINI roof covered with a MINI Motoring Graphic designed by graphic art students at Pratt College, along with other items which will be displayed at the event. There will also be a MINI owners club road rally prior to the event, a scavenger hunt on the dealership property, food and entertainment for guests to enjoy throughout the evening.
MINI of San Diego is located at 5202 Kearny Mesa Road, San Diego CA 92111 (Phone: 858-616-6464).
MINI in the US
MINI is an independent brand of the BMW Group. In the United States, MINI USA operates as a business unit of BMW of North America, LLC which has been present in the United States since 1975.  Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 BMW passenger car centers, 336 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 143 BMW motorcycle retailers, 100 MINI passenger car dealers, and 31 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:  www.bmwgroupna.com

#      #      #
Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwna.com.  Additional information, images and video may be found at www.miniusanews.com.  Broadcast quality video footage is available via The NewsMarket at www.thenewsmarket.com.
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