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BMW Counts Down to the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games with Unveiling of ‘BMW Performance Team’

Official Mobility Partner of Team USA to Provide Financial Support, Access to BMW Resources and Technologies 
Woodcliff Lake, NJ – July 27, 2011… In celebration of the one-year countdown to the London 2012 Olympic Games, BMW, the Official Mobility Partner of the United States Olympic Committee (USOC), today announced the BMW Performance Team, an elite team of Olympic and Paralympic athletes and hopefuls. In the lead up to the London 2012 Games, members of the BMW Performance Team will receive financial support as well as access to BMW resources and technologies as they strive for the opportunity to be the world’s greatest.  

“As a company dedicated to performance and efficiency, we believe in and share many of the ideals of the Olympic Movement,” said Dan Creed, Vice President, Marketing, BMW of North America. “We are proud to welcome these extraordinary athletes to the BMW family and look forward to an exciting year of development ahead.”
Members of the BMW Performance Team include Ricky Berens (swimming), Matt Chrabot (triathlon), Bryan Clay (track & field), Natalie Coughlin (swimming), Janet Evans (swimming), April Holmes (Paralympic track & field), Jonathan Horton (gymnastics), Clay Johnson (sailing), Sanya Richards-Ross (track & field), and Mallory Weggemann (Paralympic swimming). Combined, members of the BMW Performance Team have amassed 12 Olympic gold medals, seven Olympic silver medals and seven Olympic bronze medals.

In addition to its financial support of Team USA, BMW will also look to apply its engineering expertise to advance the training and performance goals of the Olympic and Paralympic athletes of Team USA. BMW’s engineers are currently working with USA Track & Field to measure athlete velocity using advanced, stereo-vision technologies not unlike those currently being tested in BMW vehicles to improve automotive safety. With these vision systems, BMW hopes to track and analyze athlete motion through the mechanical phases of a sport or event. BMW hopes to be able to deliver continuous, objective and immediate feedback on athlete performance that can then be used by coaches and sports scientists to maximize the efficacy of training sessions. In the lead up to the London 2012 Olympic Games, BMW engineers will work with the athletes of the BMW Performance Team, coaches and national governing bodies to develop this and other applications of BMW innovations to athlete performance.

“Innovative engineering is at the very core of BMW, and we see the structure of this partnership as no different,” said Creed. “We are looking forward to making a meaningful contribution to sport through the application of our technologies to athletic performance across a number of Olympic events.”

As part of its commitment to Olympic and Paralympic hopefuls, BMW recently announced BMW Drive for Team USA, a national drive program that invites consumers to show their support for Team USA.  For every participant who test drives a vehicle at one of hundreds of retailer events nationwide through Aug. 13, 2011, BMW of North America will donate $10.00, up to a maximum donation of $200,000.  Event participants will also have the opportunity to cast their vote to select the final member of the BMW Performance Team.  Evelyn Stevens (cycling), Henry Cejudo (wrestling) and Ursula Grobler (rowing) are the athletes contending for the remaining spot.

To learn more about BMW Group’s partnership with the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and its designation as a Sustainability Partner of LOCOG, visit the dedicated press page here (see full URL below). To learn more about BMW’s partnership with the USOC and National Governing Bodies USA Bobsled & Skeleton, US Speedskating, USA Swimming and USA Track & Field, or BMW Drive for Team USA, visit www.bmwusa.com/usoc and www.bmwusa.com/driveforteamusa, respectively.
BMW Group In America

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 138 BMW motorcycle retailers, 105 MINI passenger car dealers, and 36 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey. Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:  www.bmwgroupna.com 
About the USOC

The United States Olympic Committee (USOC) is recognized by the International Olympic Committee as the sole entity in the United States whose mission involves training, entering and underwriting the full expenses for the U.S. teams in the Olympic, Paralympic, Pan American and Parapan American Games.  In addition to being the steward of the U.S. Olympic Movement, the USOC is the moving force for support of sports in the United States that are on the program of the Olympic, Paralympic, Pan American and Parapan American Games. For more information, please visit www.teamusa.org.
Journalist note: Information about BMW Group and its products in the USA is available to journalists on-line at www.bmwgroupusanews.com and www.press.bmwna.com.  Detail on the BMW Group’s partnership with the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and its designation as a Sustainability Partner of LOCOG is available here: https://www.press.bmwgroup.com/pressclub/p/gb/pressDetail.html?outputChannelId=8&id=T0118165EN_GB&left_menu_item=node__6528 
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