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PGA TOUR Player and Defending Champion Dustin Johnson and Chicago Cubs Hall of Famer Ernie Banks Kicked-Off the 2011 BMW Championship by Shooting for a Hole-in-One from the Wrigley Field Stands
Woodcliff Lake, NJ – September 12, 2011 … BMW Championship defending champion Dustin Johnson and “Mr. Cub” Ernie Banks teed off from a specially-constructed platform in the stands at Wrigley Field today to mark the start of the 2011 BMW Championship. BMW pledged to donate a $100,000 college scholarship to the Evans Scholars Foundation, a national charity, if either one was successful.

The event saw Johnson and Banks alternating attempts at the 139 -yard hole in an attempt to earn the scholarship.  While neither made the hole-in-one shot, Johnson came closest to the pin at 25 feet 2 inches and earned a $10,000 donation to the Evans Scholars Foundation in his name.
Banks and Johnson attempted the unprecedented feat from a platform built at the very top of the Wrigley Field stands, aiming at a 20-foot circular target surrounding a cup specially-placed in the outfield by experts brought in by the Western Golf Association.
The 2011 BMW Championship will be played from Thursday, September 15 through Sunday, September 18  when the top 70 players on the PGA TOUR will compete in the penultimate event of the PGA TOUR Playoffs for the FedExCup. All proceeds from the BMW Championship will benefit the Evans Scholars Foundation, which provides full university tuition and housing grants to deserving young caddies. The BMW Championship has raised more than $9 million for the Evans Scholars since 2007.
#       #       #
BMW Group In America

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 137 BMW motorcycle retailers, 107 MINI passenger car dealers, and 36 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.


Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the internet at:

www.bmwgroupna.com. Consumers can also follow BMW of North America at www.facebook.com/BMWUSA. Additional BMW Championship information, videos and photos are available at www.bmwusanews.com/BMWChampionship.
#      #      #

Journalist note: Information about BMW Group and its products in the USA is available to journalists on-line at www.bmwgroupusanews.com and www.press.bmwna.com.  

#      #      #

Evans Scholars Foundation

Created in 1930, the Evans Scholars Foundation started with two Northwestern University students and has been managed since its inception by the Western Golf Association. To date, the foundation has offered more than 10,000 college scholarships to golf caddies, and during the 2011-2012 academic school year 825 caddies are attending college on Evans Scholarships, receiving tuition and housing benefits totaling more than $11 million.


