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BMW Saddened by the Loss of Safety Pioneer and Partner
Jeffrey Augenstein, M.D., Ph.D.

Woodcliff Lake, NJ – February 15, 2012…  BMW is deeply saddened by the loss of Jeffrey Augenstein, M.D., Ph.D., professor of surgery, director of the William Lehman Injury Research Center and a pioneer in the field of trauma injury research.  Augenstein was passionate about reducing the risk of injury due to automobile accidents. He and his team worked closely with BMW engineers on the creation of enhanced Automatic Collision Notification which has been part of BMW Assist since 2009.
Augenstein graduated from the Miller School of Medicine at the University of Miami in 1974 and spent his entire academic career on the campus of the University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Medical Center. He was instrumental in the creation of the Ryder Trauma Center, which he directed for five years and, later, the William Lehman Injury Research Center. His work led to the development of an international research model for preventing deaths by treating injuries related to automobile accidents, innovations for training battlefield physicians to treat war casualties, information systems that enable physicians to care for patients more efficiently and safely as well as an international telemedicine program that allows doctors in Iraq, Afghanistan and Haiti to consult remotely with specialists at the University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Medical Center 24 hours a day.
“Jeff’s entire life was dedicated to saving lives,” said Klaus Kompass, Vice-President Vehicle Safety for the BMW Group. “I feel deeply honored to be able to say that not only was he a valued colleague and partner but that he had become a good friend as well.”
Augenstein worked closely with companies like BMW as well as the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to incorporate ‘real-world’ crash data into the study of automobile related trauma and then integrate these findings into BMW vehicle development in order to improve accident survivability. 
“Jeff was an incredibly gifted and compassionate physician who sacrificed his own personal comfort to bring comfort and safety to so many,” added Tom Baloga, Vice-President Engineering (US) for BMW. “It was an honor and privilege for BMW to support his life saving work and benefit from his wisdom.”
From early in his career, Augenstein was fascinated with how information systems could enable physicians to take care of patients more efficiently and safely. He directed the medical Computer Systems Laboratory for more than 35 years.
“Jeff was a true visionary. His ability to integrate medical knowledge and engineering principles greatly influenced automotive safety,” said Peter Baur, Head of Accident Research for BMW of North America. “BMW is proud to have turned his vision of crash data based prediction of injury severity into a reality. While he will be missed, we are committed to continuing to work with his vision as a guiding principle.” 
Dr. Augenstein is survived by his wife Deborah as well as his mother, sister and stepfather.  

BMW Group In America
BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 139 BMW motorcycle retailers, 110 MINI passenger car dealers, and 36 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:
www.bmwgroupna.com. 
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Journalist note: Information about BMW and its products in the USA is available to journalists on-line at www.bmwusanews.com.  
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