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BMW Team RLL - Long Beach ALMS Qualifying

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – April 13, 2012… With uncharacteristic heavy rain causing the series to abandon this afternoon’s GT class qualifying session and base the starting positions on championship points, Joey Hand and Dirk Müller will start their No. 56 BMW M3 GT from the pole in tomorrow’s American Le Mans Series at Long Beach race.
The defending race winners and 2011 ALMS driver co-champions lead the GT points following their win at the season opening 12 Hours of Sebring in March.

Teammates Bill Auberlen and Jörg Müller will start the No. 55 M3 GT from the fourth position, also based on their finishing position at the 12 Hours of Sebring.

This morning’s two-hour practice session was also affected by rain. The No. 56 M3 completed only 23 laps of the 1.968-mile, 11-turn temporary street circuit, almost all of it in the final 30 minutes after the crew diagnosed and repaired a misfire. The No. 55 M3 GT elected to sit out most of the session, completing only eight laps.

The American Le Mans Series at Long Beach race will take the green flag at 4:30 p.m. PT on Saturday, April 14th. The race will streamed live on ESPN3.com beginning at 7:15 p.m. ET and will be broadcast on ESPN2 television beginning at 7:30 p.m. ET. Live timing and scoring will be hosted on americanlemans.com.
About BMW Team RLL:
BMW Group In America
BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 139 BMW motorcycle retailers, 113 MINI passenger car dealers, and 32 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.


Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal, Mi-Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has been competing for nearly two decades, compiling 22 victories, 31 poles and two series championships (1992, 2010) as well as claiming an Indianapolis 500 victory (Buddy Rice in 2004). In 2009 the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3 in the American Le Mans Series. In 2010 the team won both the Manufacturer and Team Championships in the GT category. In 2011 the team swept all three GT titles - Manufacturer, Team and Driver.

#      #      #
Journalist note: 
Information about the BMW and its products is available to journalists on-line at www.bmwusanews.com.  

Video interviews and on-board clips are available at www.youtube.com/BMWNAMotorsport. 

Follow BMW Team RLL on Twitter at @BMWNA_Racing and on Facebook at BMWUSA. 

Information about Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing is available via at: www.rahal.com. 

#      #      #
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