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MINI USA retains BSSP as the Agency of Record for ADVERTISING 
Woodcliff Lake, NJ – May 29, 2012…  MINI USA announced today that after a thorough RFP process, Butler, Shine, Stern and Partners (BSSP) from Sausalito, California has been named as the advertising agency of record for MINI brand and dealer co-op advertising in the U.S. BSSP has been responsible for MINI USA advertising since late 2005, and will continue to support the business moving forward through the duration of this new three-year contract.
“The pitch delivered by BSSP outlined clear strategic vision for MINI’s future growth, detailed consumer insights as well as an abundance of creative ideas,” said Tom Salkowsky, Manager - MINI USA Marketing. “BSSP demonstrated that while their team was the incumbent, they are far from complacent, and have the creative edge that we will need to move the MINI brand forward in an increasingly competitive segment.”
The new contract begins in June 2012, and extends for three years. It will include BSSP supporting MINI national brand creative, regional and dealer creative, as well as media planning and buying for both national and co-op advertising. The decision-making panel was comprised of representatives from MINI USA Marketing and a representative from the global MINI Marketing team, Purchasing, Sales and the MINI USA dealer network.
"This was an incredibly challenging brief and process as we were competing with a strong set of talented agencies,” said John Butler, Executive Creative Director at BSSP. “We are extremely proud to have successfully defended the MINI business, and we’re thrilled that we will have the opportunity to bring some of the agency’s new creative ideas to life over the coming years."
MINI USA’s interactive work (MINI USA.com, MINI dealer websites and social media) is currently supported by BEAM Interactive in Boston, Massachusetts; and Sanders Wingo in Austin, Texas was appointed in September 2011 to support all the Multi cultural marketing activities.  
MINI in the US
MINI is an independent brand of the BMW Group. In the United States, MINI USA operates as a business unit of BMW of North America, LLC, located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey and includes the marketing and sales organizations for the MINI brand.  The MINI USA sales organization is represented in the U.S. through a network of 113 MINI passenger car dealers in 38 states. MINI USA began selling vehicles in the U.S. in 2002 with the introduction of the MINI Cooper and MINI Cooper S Hardtops.  Since then, the MINI Brand in the U.S. has grown to encompass a model range of six unique vehicles.
Journalist note: Media information about MINI and its products is available to journalists on-line at www.miniusanews.com.  
Consumer information about MINI products is available via the internet at: www.MINIUSA.com 

###

