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Team Sahlen BMW Rileys have Season’s-Best Day at GRAND-AM 200

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – June 2, 2013 . . . BMW drivers had mixed results at today’s Rolex Sports Car Series GRAND-AM 200. Both Team Sahlen BMW Rileys scored season’s-best finishes, but the class leading Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates No. 01 Cessna-TELMEX BMW Riley was forced out of the race on the first lap.

Dane Cameron and Wayne Nonnamaker, driving the No. 42 Team Sahlen BMW Riley, finished fourth at the end of the two-hour race at the 2.36-mile, 13-turn temporary street circuit on Detroit’s Belle Isle. The No. 43 Team Sahlen BMW Riley of Joe and Will Nonnamaker finished ninth. The double top-10 finishes were a season’s best result for Team Sahlen who moved up to the Daytona Prototype ranks this season.

Dane Cameron, finishing the race in the No. 42 machine, was fourth when the race went green after the third caution period of the race with just nine minutes remaining.  He charged up to second, but a small mistake dropped him back to fourth. 
Cameron said, “Both Team Sahlen and I had never driven a Daytona Prototype on a street circuit before yesterday so we did not know what to expect. We’ve been pleasantly surprised by our pace and, at the end, I radioed to the team that I thought we had enough to go for the podium. I got a good restart and managed to force my way to second. I made a slight mistake and gave Joao (Barbosa) a bit more room than I should have and was shuffled back to fourth. Team Sahlen has made great progress so far this year and it was great to be able to fight at the front of the field.”
Unfortunately, the No. 01 Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates BMW Riley of Scott Pruett and Memo Rojas had the shortest race of their long career. Rojas, starting from the seventh position, was driven into the turn five wall just after the green flag waved by one competitor and then driven into by another to take the three-time champions out of the race. The duo entered the GRAND-AM 200 with a seven point lead in driver points, but fell to fourth.
The GT class BMW M3s of Turner Motorsport also had a disappointing day. The No. 93 M3 of Michael Marsal and Gunter Schaldach finished eighth, one lap down from the leaders. The No. 94 machine of Bill Auberlen and Paul Dalla Lana retired from the race on lap 32 after contact with the wall. 
“Congratulations to Team Sahlen,” said Gordon McDonnell, BMWNA Motorsport Manager. “They have shown good progress in their first year in Daytona Prototype and I believe we’ll see them on the podium soon. It was certainly a tough day for CGR but we are glad Memo is ok (after that dramatic impact). The 01 car will be back and it will be exciting to watch Scott and Memo race hard to climb back to the top as we head towards the second half of the season.”
Next up for BMW drivers in both the Rolex and Continental Series are the races at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course on June 15. The Rolex race will be televised live on SPEED at 4:30 ET. The Continental race will be broadcast on Sunday, June 23 at 4:00 p.m. ET.
BMW Group In America

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 139 BMW motorcycle retailers, 117 MINI passenger car dealers, and 34 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:  www.bmwgroupna.com 
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Journalist note: Information about BMW Group and its products in the USA is available to journalists on-line at www.bmwgroupusanews.com and www.press.bmwna.com.  
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