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Results at Petit Le Mans 

Z4 GTE Debut Season Yields Second in GT Class 

Team and Driver Championships. 

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – Oct. 19, 2013 . . . BMW Team RLL finished
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The first half of the race was slowed by four caution periods and intermittent rain that 

put a premium on smart strategy and pit work. At the end of five hours and 487 miles, 

BMW Team RLL had raced the No. 56 car to second position, with Auberlen behind the 

wheel and battling from 2.75 seconds behind the leader.  The No. 55, then being driven 

by Maxime Martin, followed four places in arrears. 

 

The rain abated as the race entered its sixth hour and the track remained dry for the 

duration of the race. Edwards went back behind the wheel of the No. 56 machine on lap 

202 as the team changed the rear wing to take advantage of the dry track. Uwe Alzen 

took his turn in the No. 55 car one lap later. Jörg Müller replaced Alzen on lap 253 and 

Edwards, who would double-stint, pitted on the next lap for fuel and new Michelin tires.  

 

The lap count clicked to 312 just past the eight-hour mark with Maxime Martin back in 

the No. 55 car running third and Dirk Müller in the No. 56 holding second while 

acclimating to the increasing darkness, both ready to race to the checkered flag. They 

continued to chase the leader, Müller only four seconds behind. The final pit stop came 

on lap 337 for Müller and lap 344 for Martin. The race’s final caution period closed up 

the field with the green flag waving on lap 364 to begin a ten-lap sprint to the finish. 

Martin was passed by the No. 62 Ferrari two laps later to bring the No. 55 car home 

fourth. Müller hounded the leader but ultimately finished .741 seconds behind the 

winning No. 17 Porsche to record the second runner-up finish of the season for the No. 

56 car. 

 

 

“This was a tough, hard race,” said Bobby Rahal, Team Principal. “I’m pretty happy with 

2nd and 4th, I have to say. We’ve really got a deficit on the straights and that’s a killer at Road 

Atlanta, so to have 2nd is really darn good. It’s a shame we couldn’t win the championship for 

Dirk but P2 for him is a good consolation. The first year with the Z4 GTE was far better than 

the first year with the M3 GT, that’s for sure, and I think if we will be allowed to use a little 

more power we can make it a truly great and competitive year in 2014.” 

 

“This was a great finish to a wonderful season with the debut of the Z4 GTE,” said Gordon 

McDonnell, BMWNA Motorsport Manager. “Two wins and five podiums were better 

than we expected at the start of the season. Our big thanks go to Bobby Rahal and the 

entire RLL team. These cars were basically assembled by them in a very short time and 
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showed immediate success. We’re very happy to end our chapter with the ALMS on a high 

note, and now really looking forward to starting a new chapter with Tudor United Sports Car 

Championship at Daytona.” 

 

John Edwards, driver No. 56 Z4 GTE – (P2) – “It was really close. I was nervous at the 

end watching Dirk… I’m always more nervous when I’m out of the car. Of course we’re 

happy with 2nd place; it was a good race and anything can happen. You try to stay out of 

trouble but I got hit twice by the No. 4 Corvette and it felt like we were qualifying for the 

entire two-plus hours of my stint. I’m a lot more confident now at the end of the year than I 

was going into Sebring. I’ve gelled with the team and I feel like we can really push together.” 

 

Dirk Müller, driver No. 56 Z4 GTE – (P2) – “Hell of a race. I really, deeply wanted to win 

this one. I spent the last two hours trying to catch the Falken car. They were very fast so 

congrats to them. I really opened everything up and drove maximum attack. We had a very 

good second place and everybody knew we couldn’t do more. I’m happy for the team and 

for BMW; we’re all P2 now in the championships. Not a bad way to end the last year of 

ALMS. Thank you to the organizers of ALMS for an amazing run and for making it possible 

to see such great racing. And now we look forward to a bright future.” 

 

Bill Auberlen, driver No. 56 Z4 GTE – (P2) – “That is as perfect of a race as I’ve ever 

seen at Petit Le Mans. Everything came together and we squeezed out a P2 finish. 

Everyone can see how handicapped we are on the straights… it’s ridiculous. This team 

makes up for a substantial power shortage on the straights and makes us look really good. 

I’m a little sad about the end of the ALMS; I’ve done these races from the Series’ start to its 

finish. I’ve won and here and been beaten, but the future brings new hope and as long as I’m 

sitting in a car with a Roundel on the hood, with my guys behind me, that’s all I care about.” 

 

Maxime Martin, driver No. 55 Z4 GTE – (P4) – “I’m a bit disappointed for the team. 

Thanks to lots of hard work by the crew, we had a good enough race to be there at the end, 

and I feel we earned a podium finish, so I’m sorry I cannot hand that trophy over to the 

guys.” 

 

Jörg Müller, driver No. 55 Z4 GTE – (P4) – “At the end, I’m partly crying and partly 

laughing. We were so close to holding onto the podium. The car handled fantastically, and 
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we always came back from bad spots, and we led the race at least once. On one hand I’m 

happy we earned points for BMW but I really wanted us to be on the podium.” 

 

Uwe Alzen, driver No. 55 Z4 GTE – (P4) – “Well I’m a little bit disappointed we couldn’t 

push harder. We had a little problem with the brake balance, with a little bit too much brake 

in the rear, so we couldn’t attack like we wanted to, but Maxime and Jörg did a great job and 

we stayed in the fight as much as possible. I’m on to another race next weekend at the 

Nordeschliefe, so I hope that I can finish that one on the podium to end the year with a good 

result.” 

 

BMW Group In America 

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-

Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in 

the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service 

organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI 

brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design 

consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other 

operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is 

part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing 

plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The 

BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 338 

BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 139 BMW motorcycle 

retailers, 119 MINI passenger car dealers, and 34 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW 

(US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located 

in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey. 

 

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:  

www.bmwgroupna.com  

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing 

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned 

by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal, Mi-

Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has been 

competing for over two decades, compiling 28 victories, 42 poles and three series 

championships (1992, 2010, 2011) as well as claiming an Indianapolis 500 victory 
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(Buddy Rice in 2004). In 2009 the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the 

new BMW M3 in the American Le Mans Series. In 2010 the team won both the 

Manufacturer and Team Championships in the GT category. In 2011 the team swept all 

three GT titles - Manufacturer, Team and Driver. 

 

#      #      # 

 

Journalist note: Photography for editorial purposes as well as information about 

BMW Group and its products in the USA is available to journalists on-line at 

www.bmwgroupusanews.com and www.press.bmwna.com.   

 

#      #      # 

 

 


