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BMW Team RLL Finishes 3rd and 10th at the12 Hours of Sebring; 

No. 55 Z4 GTLM Drivers Move into Championship Points Lead  

 

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – March 15, 2014 . . . Second race, second podium: BMW 

Team RLL finished third and tenth in today’s 12 Hours of Sebring. Victorious twice 

before at the classic sports car racing endurance event (2011 and 2012), the 62nd 

edition of the longest half-day in motorsport relinquished only a third place finish to the 

No. 55 BMW Z4 GTLM for the team’s second consecutive podium of the 2014 

TUDOR United SportsCar Championship. The result moves Bill Auberlen, Joey Hand 

and Andy Priaulx to the top of the Driver point standings. 

 

The No. 55 Z4, co-driven by Bill Auberlen, Joey Hand and Andy Priaulx, took the 

checkered flag in third place – 5.144seconds from the second step of the podium – 

completing 286 laps of the 3.74-mile, 17-turn Sebring International Raceway. The trio 

finished second at the season-opening Rolex 24 At Daytona and now stand first 

(unofficially) in GTLM driver points. The No. 56 Z4 finished tenth. Co-driven by John 

Edwards, Dirk Müller and Dirk Werner, the car experienced a number of problems 

during the race and finished nine laps in arrears of the class winning Porsche. 
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Qualifying second (Dirk Müller) and third (Bill Auberlen), the team began its sixth 

Sebring race from an excellent position and ran strongly in the 11-car GTLM class for 

the first half of the race. 

 

At the six-hour mark the No. 55 machine was running in third and the No. 56 in tenth 

after Werner was pushed into the wall by a competitor. Repairs over the next few hours 

ultimately cost the 56 machine nine laps. 

 

The race was slowed by more than five hours of caution periods and the crack RLL 

strategy helped the No. 55 machine regain a lost lap caused by a malfunctioning pit 

speed limiter just past the midpoint of the race. With 2.5-hours remaining Joey Hand 

was in fourth, only two seconds from a podium position. He took over third on lap 276, 

putting a good chase on for second in the final ten laps of the race. The same could not 

be said for the No. 56 Z4 as the lost laps proved to be too many to make up and a tenth 

place finish was the result. 

 

“Today was certainly a tough day for us in many respects,” said Bobby Rahal, Team 

Principal. “A third place finish by the No. 55 Z4 and now the points lead is a 

tremendous achievement given the ups and downs they went though the course of the 

race. Unfortunately, the day was ruined quite early for the No. 56 car. At the end we 

didn’t have the pace to catch the leaders, but now we head to Long Beach and a circuit 

much more suited to the strengths of the Z4.” 

 

Gordon McDonnell, BMWNA Motorsport Manager commented, “Sebring reminded 

us it is always harder than expected, but at the end of the day it was a great result for BMW 

Team RLL. We head to Long Beach next month leading the GTLM driver points ready for 

the next step in the fight for the championship.” 

 

Bill Auberlen, driver No. 55 Z4 GTLM – “We ran into some of the worst luck I have ever 

seen. We had a great car, we were up to second place and then we dropped to third place. 

Then we got a speeding violation coming into the pit lane, and then we got three more back 

to back before we determined the cause, which put us a lap down. We fought back to the 

lead lap. Our Z4 was great. We tuned it and adjusted it throughout the race. It sustained 

some damage early on and had a big understeer. We tuned that out and we had something 

to go racing with and my last stint was very strong.” 

 



 

 

- 3 - 

Joey Hand, driver No. 55 Z4 GTLM – “It was an interesting race for sure. We just kept 

trying to make the car better and better. It wasn't as good as I thought it was going to be, 

but it all came right and during that last twenty minutes I was thinking, “Oh boy, this is 

turning into another dog fight!” It seemed the Porsche was too far gone, but I thought we 

could get to the Viper. It wasn't our race to win today, but the reason why we have won 

championships in this program is because we get what we can get, and that is what we did.” 

 

Andy Priaulx, driver No. 55 Z4 GTLM – “My first stint was hardly a stint as I had so 

many safety cars. We had a bit of contact with a prototype which damaged the bodywork 

and there was then some understeer in the car. The team did a great job to re-balance the 

car, which luckily wasn't badly damaged. Then Joey jumped in and had a great couple of 

stints. They bolted me in and I had a really good fast stint with good lap times. We had to 

come in a couple of laps early as the bonnet was a bit loose and had to be taped. We were 

in the ball park and not far off where we needed to be and I thought if we can get a couple of 

safety cars now we will be back in the hunt. I was also pleased that when I got out of the car 

I had set the fastest lap time in it up to that point. My job was to bring the car back in one 

piece, which I did. There were a couple of crazy re-starts as there were so many cars out 

there and you were locked in the battle from the moment you got into the car – I have never 

had it like that before. It is full ten tenths, it is fun and it makes you sharp and I am loving it.” 

 

John Edwards, driver No. 56 Z4 GTLM – “There is not much we could have done 

today. Things that were not expected to happen ultimately put us in the situation where we 

were out of contention. It’s really too bad because we had a strong car. We saw the No. 55 

finish on the podium and we think we would have been right up there too.” 

 

Dirk Müller, driver No. 56 Z4 GTLM – “This was one of those races which ultimately 

ended quite early for us. We stayed positive and were hoping that we’d get the laps back 

with all the caution periods. Unfortunately, it didn’t work out. Congratulations to the 55 

guys!” 

 

Dirk Werner, driver No. 56 Z4 GTLM – “Unfortunately we had too many incidents today. 

The hit from a Porsche that turned us in the wall put us back a number of laps and we never 

really recovered. I hope the rest of the season will be better for Dirk and John.” 

  

Round Three of the 2014 TUDOR United SportsCar Championship, the Sports Car 

Showcase at Long Beach, will take place on Saturday, April 12th during the Long Beach 
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Grand Prix weekend. The race will be broadcast live on Fox Sports 1 beginning at 6 p.m. ET. 

Follow BMW Team RLL on Twitter at @BMWUSARacing for “from-the-pit-box” updates all 

weekend. More information on the program can be found at www.bmwusa.com and 

www.imsa.com. 

 

 

BMW Group In America 

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-

Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in 

the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service 

organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI 

brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic design 

consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other 

operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is 

part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing 

plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes.  The 

BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 

BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 139 BMW motorcycle 

retailers, 119 MINI passenger car dealers, and 35 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW 

(US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located 

in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey. 

 

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:  

www.bmwgroupna.com  

 

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing 

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned 

by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal, Mi-

Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has been 

competing for over two decades, compiling 28 victories, 42 poles and three series 

championships (1992, 2010, 2011) as well as claiming an Indianapolis 500 victory 

(Buddy Rice in 2004). In 2009 the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the 

new BMW M3 in the American Le Mans Series. In 2010 the team won both the 

Manufacturer and Team Championships in the GT category. In 2011 the team swept all 

three GT titles - Manufacturer, Team and Driver. 

https://twitter.com/BMWUSARacing
http://www.bmwusa.com/
http://www.imsa.com/
http://www.bmwgroupna.com/
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#      #      # 

 

Journalist note: Information about BMW Group and its products in the USA is 

available to journalists on-line at www.bmwgroupusanews.com and 

www.press.bmwna.com.   

 
#      #      # 
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