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MINI and MINI ALL4 Racing crew Nasser Al-Attiyah and Mathieu
Baumel celebrate strong win at Hungarian Baja /[ Nasser Al-Attiyah
pilots MINI ALL4 Racing to Hungarian Baja race win, MINI retains lead
of 2015 FIA Cross Country Rally World Cup

Munich (DE). Hungary, 16th August 2015 was the scene for an evening of
dual celebration when MINI ALL4 Racing crew Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT) and
Mathieu Baumel (FRA) won the Hungarian Baja 2015; a result that
promoted Al-Attiyah to the top of the leaderboard in the 2015 FIA World
Cup for Cross Country Rallies.

Al-Attiyah and co-pilot Baumel showed their competitive strength from the
off by securing the fastest time in the opening Special Stage on Friday
evening (14th August). This result placed their MINI ALL4 Racing at the
front of the pack when the first of the weekend’s two main stages started
on Saturday morning.

Under normal race conditions, nobody likes to lead from the start because
it is difficult to judge what race pace should be applied to keep ahead. But
in Hungary, leading from the front became a definite advantage.

Because of the dry and hot conditions, thick clouds of dust trailed from the
rear of the cars. With Al-Attiyah taking the lead he made use of clear
visibility while the followers had to drive in his dust trail with limited view.
However, the leading MINI ALL4 Racing duo didn’t have it all their own
way...

Although comfortably navigating dust trails and wooded areas interspersed
with jumps and water trails, unbeknown to the crew of the flying MINI
ALL4 Racing a rear brake disc broke. The resulting noise under braking was
enough to force Al-Attiyah to slow his charge until the problem was
discovered and rectified. Despite this, Al-Attiyah and and Baumel still
managed to secure the Stage 2 win.

Sunday morning saw the start of the last stage and a planned cautious race
pace by the experienced MINI ALL4 racing men. They were eventually
rewarded by finishing second at stage result, but taking the overall race
win by 14 minutes, 38 secs despite the addition of a 3 minute time penalty.

Talking about the race, Al-Attiyah said: “This was a really good Baja for us
and we are now the leader in the overall standings of the FIA World Cup.
We could forget the problem from Saturday morning very fast and, some
hours later, we could prove what we and the MINI ALL4 Racing are able to
do. On Sunday | was more cautious and not to take an unnecessary
chances. The track was not easy and the temperatures really hot!”

Another reason for Al-Attiyah to celebrate in Hungary was the succesful
defence of the Baja title he won last year. Overall, this was Al-Attiyah’s
third win in Hungary and is a record for this impressively organised and
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respected round of the 2015 FIA World Cup for Cross Country Rallies.

This latest win for MINI ALL4 Racing and Al-Attiyah now places MINI in the
top two leading positions of the World Cup championship — Al-Attiyah leads
with 180 points; Vasilyev is in second place with 171 points. The next
round of the 2015 FIA World Cup for Cross Country Rallies is Baja Poland
27-30t August.

Race calendar: 2015 FIA World Cup for Cross Country Rallies.

20/02 - 22/02 Baja Russia

27/03 - 02/04 Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge
18/04 — 24/04 Sealine Cross-Country Rally Qatar
10/05 - 17/05 Pharaons Rally

25/06 — 28/06 Italian Baja

24/07 - 26/07 Baja Aragon

13/08 — 16/08 Hungarian Baja

27/08 - 30/08 Baja Poland

03/10-09/10 Rallye du Maroc

22/10 - 24/10 Baja Portalegre 500

Find more photos and videos in high resolution of the Dakar participants in
the MINI ALL4 Racing on the BMW Media Website by clicking here.
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