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BMW Team RLL finishes second and fourth at Road Atlanta. 
Rain causes early end to USCC season finale. 
 

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – October 3, 2015… The 2015 United SportsCar Championship 

(USCC) came to an early end at Road Atlanta (US): At Petit Le Mans, which was called off 

two hours short of its scheduled ten hours due to bad weather conditions, John Edwards 

(US), Lucas Luhr (DE) and Jens Klingmann (DE) finished second in the GTLM class with the 

number 24 BMW Z4 GTLM. It was also P2 in the overall classification for the BMW trio. Car 

number 25, driven by Bill Auberlen (US), Dirk Werner (DE) and Augusto Farfus (BR), came 

fourth in the GTLM category. Porsche’s Nick Tandy (GB), Patrick Pilet (FR) and Richard 

Lietz (AT) secured victory at Road Atlanta (US). For the third time this season, the number 

24 BMW Z4 GTLM won the DEKRA Green Challenge Award. 

 

This meant that the BMW drivers narrowly missed out on the drivers’, team and 

manufacturer titles. Werner and Auberlen had been just three points behind the leaders 

going into the race. By winning at Petit Le Mans, Pilet won the 2015 drivers’ title, 

Werner/Auberlen finished second with 305 points – ten points behind the Frenchman. 

Edwards and Luhr concluded the season in fifth overall with 291 points. BMW Team RLL 

and BMW also finished second behind Porsche in the team and manufacturer 

classifications. 
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The iconic Petit Le Mans turned into the predicted water fight: When the race got underway 

at 11:10hrs local time, the track was already extremely wet due to the heavy rain. This made 

for tricky conditions. Several accidents caused full-course yellows, in which the USCC field 

was neutralised. Despite the terrible conditions, the BMW Team RLL drivers put in great 

performances without any mistakes, keeping their BMW Z4 GTLMs on track even in the 

heaviest periods of rain. Five hours and 22 minutes into the USCC season finale, however, 

the red flag was brought out due to bad track conditions. Another weather system bringing 

even heavier rain was visible on the radar, moving straight in the direction of Road Atlanta. 

After a one-hour break, the race was re-started. However, with darkness setting in, it was 

ultimately stopped for safety reasons at 19:01hrs local time – and the season came to an 

early end. 

 

The season finale at Road Atlanta also marked the final race appearance of the BMW Z4 

GTLM in America. In 2013 the car celebrated its debut in the American Le Mans Series 

(ALMS) and also proved to be a winner in the USCC. In total, BMW Team RLL scored eight 

pole positions, five wins – with three of them coming in the 2015 season at Long Beach 

(US), Laguna Seca (US) and Austin (US) – and 16 further podiums with this car. In 2016 the 

BMW Z4 GTLM is planned to be succeeded by the newly developed BMW M6 GTLM. 

 

Next year there will be a total of 11 GTLM races in the series which will now be known as 

the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. The season will kick off in Daytona (US) 

on 30th/31st January 2016. 

 

Jens Marquardt (BMW Motorsport Director): 

“This race was not for the faint-hearted. Although we scored a strong result here with P2 

and P4, this wasn’t quite enough to win the drivers’ or the manufacturers’ titles. The rain 

made for partly chaotic conditions out on the track. At some point I just stopped counting 

the number of full-course yellows. Our drivers and the team did a flawless job, and kept in 

control throughout the race despite the difficult circumstances. However, we just couldn’t 

quite match the pace of the leading Porsche today. So we finish second in the drivers’, team 

and manufacturers’ championships. This is more than respectable for the BMW Z4 GTLM 

in its final season. If anyone had told me prior to the start of the season we would fight for 

the championship until the final race and win three races, I would have taken this straight 

away. I would like to say thank you to our drivers, BMW Team RLL and BMW of North 

America again for this great year. Today we will celebrate a fantastic season a bit, but from 

tomorrow it’s all about continuing our 
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preparations for 2016 with the BMW M6 GTLM. It won’t be long until the start of the new 

season. Congratulations to Porsche on winning the titles.” 

 

Bobby Rahal (Team Principal, BMW Team RLL): 

“It was disappointing, especially if we had gone a few more laps and the Porsche had pitted, 

who knows what would have happened. Obviously the conditions were very tough for 

everybody. It is bad enough fighting the competition let alone mother nature. Anyway it was 

a good year for us, we won three races and are second in the championship. I think we have 

to be pleased with the year, although it is always disappointing when you get close to 

winning a championship and don’t get it done, but we will be back next year.” 

 

Lucas Luhr (No. 24 BMW Z4 GTLM, 2nd place):  

“It was a tough race for everybody today – for the drivers and the crews. It is a shame that 

the season had to end this way with a shortened race, but that’s racing. Congratulations to 

Porsche, they did a good job all year long and you are not going to win a championship if 

you don’t deserve it. We did everything, I think we can be proud of BMW, of our BMW Z4 

GTLM and BMW Team RLL. We put on a hell of a fight and hopefully we can come back 

next year and then we can take the championship.” 

 

John Edwards (No. 24 BMW Z4 GTLM, 2nd place):  

“It was a really crazy day. It was disappointing to lose the manufacturers’ championship for 

BMW at the last race, but at the end of the day I don’t think we had anything on the 

Porsches. I was just trying to survive out there in my stint. Jens at the end did a magnificent 

job just staying on the circuit. There was no time the track dried out, and the showers 

caused hydroplaning. It wasn’t a fun day, but I am happy to end up with a podium.” 

 

Jens Klingmann (No. 24 BMW Z4 GTLM, 2nd place):  

“For me as a third driver supporting the team three times a year I didn’t know the track. It 

was a big challenge. I came into my rhythm quite easily and quickly and then it was just 

about surviving the race. There was so much aquaplaning and even in the last couple of laps 

I just tried to manage to keep the car on the track. I think it was the right decision to stop the 

race, although for us as BMW it was sad we lost the manufacturers’ title. I am still happy to 

have finished the race in P2 and am going to go home with a smile on my face.” 
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Bill Auberlen (No. 25 BMW Z4 GTLM, 4th place):  

“We gave it our best and our best was fantastic. These guys excelled and maybe over 

excelled and kept us in a hunt we shouldn’t have been in. Everyone – BMW Motorsport, 

BMW Team RLL, Michelin – they kept us fighting for a championship and nobody ever gave 

up. In the end it was disappointing, but we can hold our heads up and congratulations to 

Porsche for winning the championship. I was not going to do anything crazy. No one made a 

mistake and none of our guys did that, which was great.” 

 

Dirk Werner (No. 25 BMW Z4 GTLM, 4th place):  

“Congratulations to Porsche first of all and to Patrick Pilet for winning the championship. 

They did a good race here so deserved it. The race was very difficult and not easy to stay on 

track. At times it was really crazy. I am happy we managed to get through this race, so 

thanks to the team and thanks to Augusto for supporting us. In the end with P2 in the 

championship we can be happy, as we had a great season with two wins and some 

podiums.” 

 

Augusto Farfus (No. 25 BMW Z4 GTLM, 4th place):  

“We were hanging out there with the leaders and we had a really good strategy for the end 

of the race, but then the chequered flag came out two hours early, which we were not 

prepared for. I was hoping to leave Petit Le Mans with a victory, but that didn’t happen. 

However, well done to the boys, we didn’t have the fastest package but we did a good job 

with what we had, and at the end we managed to bring the car home.” 

 

BMW Group In America 

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-

Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the 

United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for 

the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and the Rolls-

Royce brand of Motor Cars; Designworks, a strategic design consultancy based in 

California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the 

country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global 

manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all X5 and X3 Sports 

Activity Vehicles and X6 and X4 Sports Activity Coupes.  The BMW Group sales 

organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW passenger car and 
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BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 148 BMW motorcycle retailers, 123 MINI passenger 

car dealers, and 36 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW 

Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey. 

 

The BMW Group 

With its three brands, BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 

premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial 

and mobility services.  As a global company, the BMW Group operates 30 production and 

assembly facilities in 14 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 

countries. 

In 2014, the BMW Group sold approximately 2.118 million cars and 123,000 motorcycles 

worldwide. The profit before tax for the financial year 2013 was euro 7.91 billion on 

revenues amounting to approximately euro 76.06 billion. As of 31 December 2013, the 

BMW Group had a workforce of 110,351 employees. 

The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and 

responsible action. The company has therefore established ecological and social 

sustainability throughout the value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear 

commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of its strategy. 

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing 

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned 

by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal, CBS 

Late Show host David Letterman and Mi-Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan, has been 

competing for over two decades. Prior to the start of the 2015 season, the team had 

compiled 30 victories, 47 poles, 130 podium finishes, three series championships 

(1992, 2010, 2011) and claimed an Indianapolis 500 victory (Buddy Rice in 2004). In 

2009 the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3 in the 

American Le Mans Series. The following year, the team won both the Manufacturer and 

Team Championships in the GT category and swept all three GT titles - Manufacturer, 

Team and Driver – in 2011. In 2012 the team finished second in the Team 

Championship and third in the Manufacturer Championship and in 2013, the team 



 

                     

- 6 - 

finished second in the Driver, Team and Manufacturer Championship. The 2014 

season brought a new challenge with the creation of the TUDOR United SportsCar 

Championship and the team finished on the podium six times including four second-

place finishes. In 2015, the team will attempt to add to their 10 wins and 49 sports car 

podium finishes. 

#      #      # 

Journalist note: Information about BMW Group and its products in the USA is available to 

journalists on-line at www.bmwgroupusanews.com and www.press.bmwna.com.   

#      #      # 
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