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2017 ECKART donation: BMW Group supports “ÉPICES” 

organisation  

Cooking as a means of cross-generational integration. 

Dr. Peter: “At the BMW Group, we encourage innovation.” 

 

Munich. The BMW Group is providing 50,000 euros for the “ÉPICES” organisation 

founded by Isabelle Haeberlin in France. The aim of the project is to integrate people from 

different generations and social classes through cooking – leveraging differences between 

cultures, generations and backgrounds as a source of mutual enrichment. The BMW 

Group is making the endowment as part of the renowned ECKART award for enjoyment 

and responsibility.  

 

“At the BMW Group, we encourage innovation. The project created by the Haeberlin 

family is an innovative approach to integrating very different people with a lasting impact,” 

said Dr. Nicolas Peter, member of the Board of Management of BMW AG, responsible for 

Finance, and patron of the ECKART, explaining the endowment. “Openness and 

integration are also an integral part of our corporate culture at the BMW Group. That is 

why we are supporting “ÉPICES” with this cash award.”   

 

https://youtu.be/VQzO6DCXaYc 

 

“ÉPICES” was founded in 2009 by Isabelle Haeberlin, wife of the renowned chef Marc 

Haeberlin. The programme uses cooking to bring mostly young people back into the heart 

of society. To this end, national institutions in France identify around 300 school drop-

outs, unemployed youth, and young people with problems every year. “ÉPICES” uses 

cookery to teach the basics of nutrition and cooking, but also to promote a sense of 

responsibility, self-organisation and forward planning. In this way, the programme 

improves the young people’s chances of finding a job and integrating into society. 

 

The Haeberlin family won the ECKART for “Art of Cookery” back in 2004. Last year, 

“ÉPICES” was nominated for the ECKART Alumni Award. Through the new endowment, 

which was introduced in 2017 and provides 50,000 euros in each of the four award 
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categories, as well as for the project of a previous award-winner, the BMW Group seeks to 

send a signal with the ECKART and take responsibility. The donation is not paid directly to 

the award-winners: Instead, they each propose a social or sustainable project of their 

choice to be endowed in the name of the BMW Group. The selection is made in 

conjunction with the ECKART Jury. 

 

The ECKART 

Partners since 2012, the BMW Group and the Eckart Academy jointly present the Eckart 

Witzigmann Award for outstanding achievements in the categories: “Art of Cookery”, 

“Innovation”, “Art of Living” and “Creative Responsibility”. The partnership is based on the 

joint aim of creating an international platform for healthy eating, sustainable cuisine and 

responsible use of resources. The total endowment of €250,000 reflects the prestige and 

importance of the ECKART as a top international culinary award. In 2018, the award will 

take another step towards becoming more international, with the presentation of the 

ECKART 2018 at an official ceremony in New York. Last year, Eckart Witzigmann 

presented the award in Versailles: 

https://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global/article/detail/T0274687EN/eckart-2017-

presented-at-palace-of-versailles-prize-money-for-sustainable-projects-at-high-

international-level 

  

https://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global/article/detail/T0274687EN/eckart-2017-presented-at-palace-of-versailles-prize-money-for-sustainable-projects-at-high-international-level
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If you have any questions, please contact: 

 

BMW Group Corporate Communications 

Julian Hetzenecker, BMW Group Business and Financial Communications 

Tel.: +49-89-382-39229 

Email: julian.hetzenecker@bmw.de 

 

Email: presse@bmw.de 

Media website: www.press.bmw.de  

 

 

Press contact Witzigmann Academy 

Otto Geisel 

Lachner-Straße 18 

80639 München 

Tel: +49 89 139 260 26 

office@ottogeisel.de 

Further information on the Eckart Witzigmann Award can be found at: 

www.eckart-witzigmann-preis.de 
 
 
The BMW Group 
 

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 
premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. The BMW Group production network comprises 30 production and assembly facilities in 14 
countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2017, the BMW Group sold over 2,463,500 passenger vehicles and more than 164,000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2017 was € 10.655 billion on revenues amounting to 
€ 98.678 billion. As of 31 December 2017, the BMW Group had a workforce of 129,932 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The 
company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, 
comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of 
its strategy. 
 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview 
Google+: http://googleplus.bmwgroup.com 

 

mailto:presse@bmw.de
http://www.press.bmw.de/
mailto:office@ottogeisel.de
http://www.eckart-witzigmann-preis.de/
http://www.bmwgroup.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup
http://twitter.com/BMWGroup
http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview
http://googleplus.bmwgroup.com/

