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BMW M8 GTE Earns Second Consecutive Season Victory and Third BMW 

Win in Four Years at Laguna Seca With Smart Strategy and Luck; De 

Phillippi, Sims - P1, Edwards, Krohn - P4 

 

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – Sept. 10, 2018… BMW Team RLL recorded the team’s 

19th victory and 73rd podium finish since beginning in 2009 with a second consecutive 

2018 IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship GTLM class victory for the BMW 

M8 GTE in today’s America’s Tire 250 at WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca. The 

victory is the second consecutive triumph for the all-new BMW M8 GTE racing car and 

the third BMW win in the GTLM class at Laguna Seca in the last four years. 

 

The No. 25 BMW M8 GTE, driven by Connor De Phillippi and Alexander Sims, 

completed 100 laps of the 2.238-mile, 11-turn Laguna Seca circuit in the two-hour-

and-forty-minute race, winning with a 2.488 second margin of victory. The No. 24 BMW 
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M8 GTE, with John Edwards and Jesse Krohn co-driving, finished fourth after having to 

pit from the lead in the closing minutes of the race for a splash of fuel. 

 

The opening 45 minutes of the race was slowed by three caution periods; the first two 

for accidents and the third for a slowed prototype car. Starting drivers Sims and Krohn 

were able to avoid getting caught in any of the collisions that eliminated two class 

competitors and allowed both BMWs to move up two class positions. Quick thinking to 

pit the No. 25 M8 GTE in anticipation of the third caution period lead to split strategies 

for the two cars. Krohn, in the No. 24 M8, inherited the lead and the fast Fin stretched 

his stint to the 43rd lap and just shy of the race’s halfway point before it was the No. 

24’s crew time for an anticipatory call to the pits. Krohn dove to the pits just before the 

race’s fourth yellow flag, and the resulting pit lane closure, to hand off to John Edwards. 

When the pits were opened three laps later, the balance of the GTLM field - and 

Edwards - pitted under yellow. As Connor De Phillippi entered the No. 25 machine, 

Edwards took a splash of fuel and jumped to the class lead.  

 

With both BMWs just outside the window to make it to the end, the die was now cast - 

Edwards would be the hare and push, needing one more caution period to make it, and 

De Phillippi, the tortoise (a very fast tortoise) would save fuel, in case that yellow did not 

come. With Edwards first and De Phillippi second it looked like a second consecutive 

double podium finish was in the cards, but on lap 93 Edwards pitted from the lead to 

take a splash of fuel. De Phillippi took over the lead and held off the No. 912 Porsche for 

the final seven laps to win by some three seconds. 

 

Connor was able to keep up a very good pace.” said Bobby Rahal, Team Principal.  

“It was tight on fuel and to be frank, I wasn’t so sure we were going to pull it off and then 

we had to stop with John [Edwards} which was unfortunate because he was doing 

great. He and Jesse ended up 4th though we split the Corvettes. For Alexander and 

Connor, what a great win. For our team, this is three wins in four years at Laguna Seca 

and the checkered flag will be flying over our headquarters in Columbus. I am just really 

happy for BMW and for the whole team. Everyone works hard on this program, both in 

Munich and in Columbus. We even had some Indy Car people helping out this 

weekend. Great team effort!” 
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Victor Leleu, BMW NA Motorsport Manager added “Two wins in a row. I think this is 

now three wins in four years with three different cars at Laguna Seca for BMW Team RLL. It 

certainly goes to show that all of the effort that has gone into the program is starting to really 

pay off. Here and at VIR, two very different tracks, but wins at both shows the quality and 

versatility of the new BMW M8 GTE and the fantastic effort put in by the team and by the 

drivers. Congratulations to everyone at BMW Team RLL. We can’t wait to go to Petit Le 

Mans and finish the season in style.” 

 

Connor De Phillippi, driver No. 25 BMW M8 GTE (P1):  

“Wow, what a day! Eventful in the beginning with lots of yellows. We knew we were in a 

good position in the end. We had to be fuel efficient and the engine did exactly that. I 

did the job I needed to behind the wheel and the team made all the right calls. Super 

happy for the team. It was definitely a team effort! We can be proud of our two results, 

one of them was on pure pace and today’s was a really intelligent race. Now we go on 

to Petit and look forward to having Bill Auberlen part of the team again and try to close 

the season out on a positive note.” 

 

Alexander Sims, driver No. 25 BMW M8 GTE  (P1): 

“What a job by the whole team! We took a decision on the strategy to fuel save and 

extend that last stint. Connor did an absolutely awesome job to save fuel and keep a 

good pace. Absolute credit to the team and to Connor for winning that race by having 

that mega last stint. So pleased to get this second win in the new BMW M8 GTE!” 

 

John Edwards, driver No. 24 BMW M8 GTE (P4): 

“With the last yellow falling outside of our fuel window, the team decided to split the fuel 

strategy. We were the car in front and got to go flat out and the other car had to save a 

lot of fuel. We were hoping for just one more yellow, even a short yellow to get us a few 

more laps to make it to the end. Unfortunately for us but fortunately for our sister car 

that yellow never came and they made it on their strategy.” 

 

Jesse Krohn, driver No. 24 BMW M8 GTE (P4):  

“The team did an amazing job getting the car ready and giving us such a great race car 

for this weekend. On our car unfortunately, the gamble on fuel strategy did not pay off 

but I am super happy for our sister car and their win. The whole team has put in a lot of 

hard work this season and they deserve it.” 

 



- 4 - 

 

       

The No. 96 Turner Motorsport BMW M6 GT3 of Bill Auberlen and Robby Foley was 

credited with a 12th place GTD class finish after retiring on lap 41 from damage 

resulting from Auberlen being pushed off the track during the race’s second restart on 

lap six. 

 

The eleventh and final round of the 2018 IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 

Championship, the Motul Petit Le Mans, will take place at Road Atlanta on Saturday, 

Oct.13th and be broadcast live on FOX Sports 2 beginning at 12:00 p.m. ET. 

 

BMW Group in America 

 

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  Rolls-

Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the 

United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for 

the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and Rolls-Royce 

Motor Cars; Designworks, a strategic design consultancy based in California; technology 

offices in Silicon Valley and Chicago, and various other operations throughout the 

country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is the BMW Group global center 

of competence for BMW X models and manufactures the X3, X4, X5, and X6 Sports Activity 

Vehicles. The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 

346 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 153 BMW motorcycle 

retailers, 127 MINI passenger car dealers, and 36 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers.  BMW 

(US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in 

Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey. 

 

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing 

 

BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned by 

three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal, former CBS 

Late Show host David Letterman and Mi-Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan, has been competing 

for almost three decades. Prior to the start of their 27th season of competition in 2018, the 

team had compiled 42 victories, 53 poles, 162 podium finishes, three series championships 

(1992, 2010, 2011) and claimed an Indianapolis 500 victory (Buddy Rice in 2004). In 2009 

the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3 in the American Le 

Mans Series. The following year the team won both the Manufacturer and Team 

Championships in the GT 
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category and swept all three GT titles - Manufacturer, Team and Driver – in 2011. In 2012, 

the team finished second in the Team Championship and third in the Manufacturer 

Championship and in 2013, the team finished second in the Driver, Team and Manufacturer 

Championship. Since 2014, BMW Team RLL has competed in the GTLM class of the IMSA 

WeatherTech SportsCar Championship with a two car program and has brought their total 

to 17 wins, 23 poles and 68 podium finishes as well as a second place finish in the 

Manufacturer, Team and Driver championships in 2015 and 2017. 

 

#      #      # 

 

Journalist note: Information about BMW Group and its products in the USA is 

available to journalists on-line at www.bmwgroupusanews.com and 

www.press.bmwna.com.   

#      #      # 
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