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BMW Motorrad presents the Automated Shift Assistant (ASA). 

 

 

Woodcliff Lake, NJ – May 2, 2024 . . . With the new Automated Shift Assistant (ASA), 

BMW Motorrad presents an innovative technical solution that makes riding simpler and 

more comfortable. True to the motto "Simplify your ride", the riding experience is 

enhanced by automation of the clutch and gear shifting process, without sacrificing the 

emotionally important dynamics of shifting. 

 

https://pressclub.bmwgroup.net/commportal/article/detail/T0441204EN/bmw-motorrad-presents-the-automated-shift-assistant-asa?embargo=&language=en
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The Automated Shift Assistant features a clever functional design in which two 

electromechanical actuators automate the clutch and gearshift of the six-speed 

transmission, which is the main difference to a conventional shift assistant. There is no 

need for a hand lever to operate the clutch manually. Starting, stopping, and maneuvering 

are all made easy with the Automated Shift Assistant. 

 

Riding with the Automated Shift Assistant becomes more enjoyable thanks to fast, 

precise, rev- and load-adapted gear changes. The rider's workload is reduced, which 

makes riding more enjoyable. In addition, the Automated Shift Assistant creates a more 

direct connection with the powerful boxer engine, as the precise clutch actuation makes 

it easier to control the riding experience via the throttle and gearshift lever. 

 

In 'M' shift mode, gear changes can still be made by foot control, allowing the rider to 

decide when to change gears. 

 

In 'D' shift mode, the Automatic Shift Assistant really comes into its own. Shift points are 

automatically selected by the engine control unit. In both "M" and "D" modes, the rider 

benefits from smooth and perfectly executed gear changes, resulting in efficient 
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motorcycle acceleration and increased riding stability.  

 

When shifting up, for example, the possible jolt associated with a classic manual 

transmission with a manual clutch is largely eliminated, as is the risk of helmet to helmet 

contact between rider and passenger. 

 

Downshifts are also designed to be as smooth as possible, minimizing chassis 

disturbances. Specific characteristics of the automated shift function are assigned to the 

different riding modes to ensure perfect shift behavior in each riding situation. In 

combination with Active Cruise Control or front collision warning, the networking of 

functions brings the future of motorcycling to life. 

 

Automated clutch and gear shifting for a new riding experience. 

In difficult riding situations, using the clutch and throttle takes a lot of concentration. If 

you are travelling with luggage and perhaps a passenger, using the clutch and gearshift 

takes up resources. The rider remains in control and has more freedom in every riding 

situation with the Automated Shift Assistant. Riding becomes a more relaxed and 

enjoyable experience. 

 

The torquey boxer engine enables almost effortless starts on uphill gradients, for 

example, thanks to automated clutch operation, which also pays dividends in terms of 

better vehicle control off-road or on difficult surfaces. 

 

Riding pleasure takes on a whole new meaning when you choose the automated D mode. 

Optimally selected gear changes create a new riding sensation. The right gear is 

automatically selected according to the rider's individual riding needs, resulting in a 

harmonious and extremely smooth driving experience. 

 

Electromechanical clutch and gearshift actuators combined with sophisticated 

electronic controls. 

The Automated Shift Assistant is the logical and technical evolution of the BMW Motorrad 

Shift Assistant Pro. Two electronically controlled electromechanical actuators operate the 

clutch and gearshift, enabling easy starting and automated gear changes. The rider's shift 

request is transmitted to the control unit via a gearshift lever sensor, which is actuated by 

the conventional foot-operated gearshift lever. Additional sensors determine the revs of 

the transmission input shaft and the clutch position. These values are transmitted to the 
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TCU (Transmission Control Unit), which is closely linked to the engine control unit, for 

control of the clutch and shift actuation. 

 

The clutch is operated by an electro-mechanical actuator combined with a hydraulic 

system with a direct hydraulic connection between the clutch master and slave cylinders. 

The actuator regulates the required clutch slip, engages the clutch when changing gear 

and disengages it when stopping. 

 

 

In manual shift mode "M", the rider can move the gearshift lever in the desired direction 

in the usual way. If the revs in the desired target gear are within the maximum or 

minimum rev range, the shift is made directly. If the engine revs fall below a gear-

dependent minimum speed, downshifts are performed automatically in manual mode. 

This prevents the engine from stalling. 
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In shift mode "D" the gears are changed automatically depending on the riding mode, 

engine revs, throttle position and lean angle parameters. Gears are shifted according to 

the riding situation and dynamic requirements. 

 

The benefits of the Automatic Shift Assistant (ASA): 

➢ Completely eliminates the need for the rider to operate the clutch. 

➢ Dynamic and comfortable gear changes for more riding pleasure. 

➢ Choice of manual or automatic gear shifting. 

➢ Automatically adapts gear shifts to the rider's dynamic preferences in D mode. 

➢ Eliminates the possibility of engine stalling during gear shifts.  

 

BMW Group in America 

 

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975. Rolls-

Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003. The BMW Group in the 

United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations 

for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the MINI brand, and Rolls-

Royce Motor Cars; Designworks, a strategic design consultancy based in California; a 

technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country. 

BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is the BMW Group global center of 

competence for BMW X models and assembles the X3, X4, X5, X6 and X7 Sports Activity 

Vehicles as well as the BMW XM. The BMW Group sales organization is represented in 

the U.S. through networks of 350 BMW passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle 

centers,145 BMW motorcycle retailers, 104 MINI passenger car dealers, and 38 Rolls-

Royce Motor Car dealers. BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters 

for North America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey. 

 

www.bmwgroup.com and www.bmwmotorcycles.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BMWMotorradUSA  

Twitter: www.facebook.com/BMWMotorradUSA  

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@bmwmotorrad  

 

Journalist note: Information about BMW Group and its products in the USA is available to 

journalists on-line at www.bmwusanews.com and www.press.bmwgroup.com/usa.    

http://www.bmwgroup.com/
http://www.bmwmotorcycles.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BMWMotorradUSA
http://www.facebook.com/BMWMotorradUSA
http://www.youtube.com/@bmwmotorrad
http://www.bmwusanews.com/
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/usa

